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Atrnoven the volume before us contains 
evidence of great merit, yet we canuot be- 
stow upon it so high a commendation as we 
did on its predecessor. Many parts of it 
indeed are in every respect equal to the con- 
tents of the first volume, and alike instruc- 
tive to the student and creditable to the 
author; but others bear evident marks of 
haste or carelessness, and appear to be com- 
posed rather from the statements of others 
than his own experience, even, indeed, 
where the disease in question must have 
frequently come under his notice. 

The first three chapters on the diseases of 
the brain and spinal chord, are excellent in 
every respect except the arrangement, apo- 
plexy and insanity being placed among the 
latter, or, at least, in the same chapter with 
them, and separate from the other diseases 
of the brain, This is, however, of compara- 
tively little consequence, and the account of 
these cbseure and complicated diseases is 
certainly much better than is to be found in 
any English work of the kind, 

When speaking of the functions of the 
brain, the author forcibly combats the theory 
of Dr. Abercrombie, that the quantity of 
blood in that organ is the same in every 
state of the circulation, observing,— 

“Were Dr, Abercrom:die’s hypothesis 
correct, the circulation ir the head, and con- 
sequently the functions of the brain, ought 
not to be materially affected Ly position ; it 
ought to be all the same, whether the body 
were supported upon the crown of the head, 
or on the tuberositie: of the ischia. In a 
Practical point of view, then, both experi- 
ence and common sense loudly rebel at the 
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bess idea of such notions as those entertain- 


ed by this ingenious author ; for if it were 
wished to subdue a true inflammatory action 
in the arterial system of the brain, a vein 
must not on any account be opened, and 
more particularly the jugular, because, by 
emptying the venous system within the 
skull, or doing any-thing which has a tend- 
ency to empty it, as a matter of course it 
must follow, that the quantum of blood in 
the arteries will be increased in the same 
ratio, because the vessels of the brain must 
always contain the same quantity,—if there 
be too litue in the veins, a proportional accu- 
mulation must take place in the arteries. 
Upon the same hypothesis, the converse 
must also hold good, viz. that when there is 
great accumulation’of blood in the veins of the 
head, acute action ought to be an impossibi- 
lity ; and the most effectual method of extin- 
guishing inflammation in the brain, would be 
to place ligatures on the jugulars, or by some 
other means to impede the return of blood 
from the head. Cupping, leeching, and the 
application ofice to the bead, ought also upon 
this principle to be injurious rather than be- 
neficial,and the head and shoulders should be 
placed in a dependent rather than an elevat- 
ed position. In conducting this important 
critical examination, I have not availed my- 
self of the arguments which could be fairly 
drawn from the experiments of Drs. Carson 
and Barry, by which it would appear that 
the heart exerts a sucking as well as well as 
a propelling power, and according to which 
Dr. Abercrombie would have still greater 
difficulties to contend with ; neither have I 
taken advantage of certain anatomical facts 
respecting the cavities in the brain—the 
free communication between the brain and 
the bony canal which contains the spinal 
marrow, nor of the serous fluid which is 
known to exist in and about the brain and 
spinal marrow, and which is found on dissec- 
tion to vary so much in appearance and in 
quantity.” —pp. 19, 20. 

He is not, however, so happy in his ob- 
jections to another proposition of the same 
writer, viz., that the heart does not exer- 
cise through the arteries any material pres- 
sure on the brain, and the case which he 
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addaces of the bursting of an aneurism | observed, that hydrocephalus is so rare after 
within the skull, and the consequent break- puberty, when the constitution is most 
ing down of the substance of the brain, ‘ible to inflammatory disorders, that Cullen 
é sé I a and other writers of eminence have described 

ose Bat eppeet upe it as being peculiar only to infancy, That 
point in question, for under such circum- the disease is rather to be imputed to debi- 
stances, the force of the heart would be very (ity, follows from the well-known fact, that 
much increased by the extension of the sur- hydrocephalus is frequently a disease which 
face of the compressing fluid. We do not ™*Y be traced to bad nursing, improper food, 


js F »_ dentition, the sequel of the most tedious 
deem it desirable to enter into the details and debilitating disorders, es heopiag: 
either pathological or therapeutical, but we 


cough and scarlatina.’ 

cannot refrain from quoting, at length, for, “ Cullen’s authority is a most unlocky 
our pages will be well occupied with them, | one to quote in the present day for the true 
the admirable observations on acute hydro- pathology of “<2 — pon ee ae 

. . _{larly of any disease of the brain. In the 
cephalus, and the very just and forcible ®t | work of this author, there are only two 
guments against the view adopted by Dr. pages and seven lines devoted to a detail of 
Monro, in his morbid anatomy of the brain, | the symptoms, causes, pathology, and treat- 
in reference to the nature of this disease. ment, of all the inflammatory affections of 
We recommend them to the perusal of those the brain and its membranes ; and all that 


“ : " . e has said respecting hydrocephalus is 
who think with this author, that the effusion compeiced in Ques Book in the'chape of on 
in the disease in quentsea, depends, not on | erroneous definition! It is a fact, however, 
inflammation, but on debility. that children, particularly those under two 

“ The only point of inquiry which it is or three years of age, are peculiarly liable 
necessary to pursue is, What is the cause of to inflammation of the brain, from several 
the effusion? Is it the product of inflamma- causes:—ist, From the wonderful changes 
tion? The best pathologists of the present which take place in the circulation early in 
day, consider it as proceeding for the most life; 2d, The large size of the head at that 

art from inflammatory action of the mem- period in proportion to the rest of the body ; 

ranes of the brain; but at the same time | 3d, The change the brain undergoes in ap- 
there can be no doubt that a serous effusion | pearance and consistency; 4th, the great 
is frequently the consequence of any cause | activity of the circulation, and the high state 
obstructing, or even retarding, the circula-| of irritability of the nervous system at that 
tionin the head. Thus it is believed to be period of life; 5th, Difficult dentition, 
occasioned by venous engorgement; and which perpetually excites a determination 
dissection affords us positive proof that it is| of blood towards the head. Besides these 
often owing to obstructions in the great ve- causes, accounting for the frequency of the 
nous channels in the head. Others allege | disease, something must be said respecting 
that hydrocephalus is produced by debility. | its fatality in infants. Children cannot tell 
This is a pathological question of the utmost | their feelings, nor direct the attention of 
practical importance, because the remedies! practitioners to the seat of the disease. 
will be depletory in a certain stage of the; When they are fretful or peevish, it is too 
disease, according to the one view, and the joften attributed to bad temper, to the state 
opposite in all the stages according to the of the bowels, or to the irritation of the 


other. In order to place the subject ina 
clear point of view, I shall take the liberty 
of offering a few criticisms upon the work of 
Professor Monro,* because it is the last 
published work upholding views which | 
conceive to be erroneous. At page 101, 
Dr. Monro states, that before subscribing 
to the hypethesis, that the effusion in hy- 
drocephalus is owing to some degree of in- 
flammatory action, ‘it is necessary to in- 
quire whether this disease usually occurs in 
persons who are disposed to inflammatory 
disorders at or near the meridian of life, 
when the human body is most liable to 
suffer from inflammatory diseases. With 
regard to the first of these points it may be 
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gums from the advancement of teeth; and 
the disease in the brain, as has already 
been shown, often advances in the most 
insidious manner, till convulsions or coma 
take place; and even the latter symptoms, 
although observed in its progress, is too 
often overlooked until the patients become 
insensible and perfectly comatose. Bad 
pursing end improper food, upon which Dr, 
Monro has laid so much stress in proof of 
his own views, certainly tend to produce 
debility ; but children badly nursed, insuf- 
ficiently clothed, who are allowed to remain 
wet, and receive improper food into the 
stomach, are far more Kable to inflammation, 
ending in ulceration of the bowels; at all 
events, they will be more liable than health 

children to irregular ination of blood, 
and, from want of vigour in the constitue 
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tion, venous congestion takes place, and the{ tion, which has its own signs and proper 
vessels of the head suffer, and the effusion | characters. 

may take place as a consequence; orsub-| ‘* At page 103, Dr. Monro further urges, 
acute inflam action will be lighted up| that ‘ If inflammation of the brain had given 
in the brain. e experienced eye of a| rise to this species of hydrocephalus (acute), 
careful observer will be able, in general, to | the attack of the disease should be sudden 
detect the disease in the brain, although it) and well-marked, and its course rapid, like 
is not announced by symptoms so violent, or to that of phrenitis; whereas the origin of 
of such bigh-toned character, as Dr. Monro) the disease is generally not well-marked ; 
seems to expect should be produced, if ac- | indeed, so much so, as often to escape the 
tual inflammation had taken place. That|notice of the parent, and even that of the 
venous congestion of the vessels of the head | experienced physician.’ And he further 
terminating in effusion, and that inflamma-| states, that ‘ It is admitted, even y those 
tion of the membranes of the brain, should | who impute hydrocephalus to an inflamma- 
sometimes take place in heoping-cough and tion of the brain, that the symptoms of 
searlatina, which Dr. Monro designates as phrenitis are well-marked, whereas those of 
debilitating disorders, is not to be wondered | hydrocephalus are often very obscure.’ It 
at, if the reader will study nature, or refer has already been shown how very insidious 
to the pathological descriptions given of inflammatory affections of the brain are, 
these diseases in their proper places in the even in adults, they cannot be more so in 
first volume of this work. | young subjects; but the reader shall see 
| what Cullen himself says on phrenitis in his 
* Outlines,’ at page 103. ‘ Many of the 
| symptoms by which this disease (phrenitis) 
jis most commonly judged to be present, 
have appeared, when from certain considera- 
tions it was presumed, and even from dis- 
| section it appeared, that there had been no 
|internal inflammation; and, on the other 
|hand, dissections have shown that the 
brain had been inflamed, when few of the 
peculiar symptoms of frenzy had before 


for one inflammatory fever or inflammation 7 
of the lungs, or of any other organ, in robust | appeared.” And Dr. Monro concludes, that 


men during the prime of life, we meet with if conto bydeccophelas be owing tes ia- 


“mg : | flammatory state of the brain, ‘ there ought 
et least fifty in infeucy and childhood. to be no distinction as to the symptoms, 


‘Dr. Monro makes an erroneous state-| origin, progress, and consequences, of phre- 
ment respecting the opinions of two distin-|nitis and hydrocephalus.’ To make the 
guished French pathologists. ‘ If it be| statement still stronger, he quotes Cullen’s 
supposed (says Dr. M.), that hydrocepha- | definition of phrenitis, and then states with 
lus 1s always connected with inflammation | great self-complacency, that ‘ the symp- 
of the brain; and that inflammation gives toms of this species of hydrocephalus do not 
rise to the softening of that organ, which is | correspond with the above definition.’ My 
the favourite opinion of Lallemand, Rostan, | readers will find Cullen’s definition ia a pre« 
and others ; in that case the brain should be | vious page, where it has been shown to be 
found invariably in a softened state, which | erroneous ; and if any further proof is want- 
is not consonant to my observations.” But|ing to show its absurdity, it may be easily 
I have already shown that modern patho-| obtained at the bed-side, or from Dr, Aber- 
logists do not assert that the effusion is|crombie’s work on the brain. 
always caused by inflammation ; itis some-| ‘* ‘ One of the most striking features of in- 
times produced by venous congestion, and | flammation of the brain (says Dr. Monro, 
by any mechanical cause impeding the cir- | at page 104) is the state of the pulse; but 
culation. Neither Lallemand nor Rostan that character is also wanting in hydro- 
attributes the softened state of the brain to; cephalus; for the state of the pulse is 
inflammation of the membranes, which Dr. | widely different from that of a person afflict- 
Monro appears to confound with inflamma-, ed by apoplexy or inflammation of the brain. 
tion of the substance of the brain, and who! It is not full as in the former, or Aard as ia 
has also attributed to Rostan an opinion the latter, It is no doubt quick, as in 
quite contrary to that which Rostan actu- other diseases which are the effect of de- 
ally maintains. At page 104 of his work bility. Besides, no author, who has de- 
already ‘quoted, he explicitly states, that|scribed the symptoms of phrenitis, has 
although softening is occasionally produced stated that the pulse becomes slower some 
by inflammation of the brain, yet that it|time after the commencement of the dis- 
sometimes takes place unconnected with|order.’ It is almost unnecessary to com- 

tion, and is a peculiar degenera-| ment upon the erroneous statements made 
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«* Dr. Monro next asserts, that if hydro- 
cephalus were an inflammatory disease, it 
ought, like inflammation of the lungs, and 
other inflammatory complaints, to be more 
prevalent in robust men, during the period | 
of life when the human frame is most prone 
to other inflammations, Dr. Monro might 
have known that the period of life at which 


inflammatory complaints most frequently | 
occur, is in infancy and childhood ; and that) 
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passages ; but this opportunity may 
taken to mention, that Morgagni has 


pulse in acute. diseases ; and there are few 
practitioners of the t day, who are 
not well acquainted with the varieties of the 
pulse in cases of head affections. Dr. Aber- 
ie, in giving a general view of the 
symptoms which indicate inflammatory affec- 
tions within the head in adults, makes the 
ing observation at page 12:—‘ The 
is about the natural standard or below 
it, frequently about 60.’ And again:— 
* The having continued from 70 to 80 
th the whole course of the disease.’ 
After alluding, at page 14, to the circum- 
stance of the pulse becoming slower some- 
time after the commencement of the disease, 
he —— As the pulse falls, the pa- 
tient is disposed to sleep—this is perha 
considered as hr it falls to he 
natural standard, he then sleeps almost con- 
stantly, and in another day this sleep termi- 
nates in coma. The pulse then begins to 
rise again; it rises to extreme frequency, 
and in a few days more the patient dies.’ 
‘Is it nota curious circumstance, that 
Cullen, in the seventy lines, which is all 
that he has written on inflammatory affec- 
tions of the brain, does not notice the state 
of the pulse, neither does he mention it in 
his definition ? 
** At page 110, Dr. Monro tries to force 
an invariable connexion between hydroce- 
phalus and dropsy, both ling on de- 


bility ; now, if this were true, children ought | 


to be very liable to dropsical affections in 
other parts of the body, which is decidedly 
not the case; but, nevertheless, looking 
pathologically at these affections, there is a 
strong analogy. Dropsy sometimes arises 
from inflammation; so does hydrocepha- 
Jus. Dropsy sometimes arises from mor- 
bid alterations in the structure of the heart; 
so does hydrocephalus. Dropsy is some- 
times produced by disease of the lungs, 
and particularly bronchitis; so is hydro- 
cephalus, Dropsy in the belly frequently 
depends on diseases of the liver impeding 
the circulation ; so does hydrocephalus oc- 
casionally depend on obstructions in the 
venous system of the head. Dropsy some- 
times depends on diseases of the kidneys ; 
so does hydrocephalus. Lastly, dropsy is 
sometimes cured by bleeding; so is hydro- 
cephalus! 

**I feel persuaded that this subject has 
been pursued far enough, perhaps my read- 
ers may think too far; but its importance 
must be yp oe recollection, as well as the 
talents of author, and the reputation he 


has long since acquired as a morbid anato- 
mist. 


We have already complained of the ar- 
rangement, and perhaps some further objec- 








tion might be made to the placing of teta- 
nus, hydrophobia, chorea, and the otber 
diseases generally denominated nervous, un- 
der the diseases of the spinal chord ; but 
all these affections are certainly in some 
way connected with the state of the centres 
of the nervous system, and Dr. Mackiotosh 
has stated nothing which can possibly lead 
to an erroneous opinion as to their seat or 
nature ; we must, however, except the sec- 
tion on chorea from our general commenda- 
tion, the treatment proposed for this disease 
being very imperfect and unsatisfactory. It 
is stated to ‘* consist in keeping the bowels 
regularly open, by means of mild but fre- 
quently repeated laxative medicines, never 
allowing a day to pass without producing 
at least two alvine evacuations ;”’ although 
the author has just before observed, that 
the “ opinion broached by Dr. Hamilton, 
senior, that cholera depends on a collection 
of feculent matter in the bowels, is decidedly 
erroneous.”” Though some other remedies 
are slightly alluded to, the carbonate of iron, 
which has been productive of such marked 
benefit in the hands of Dr. Elliotson and 
some other practitioners, is not even men- 
tioned. 

From the section on insanity, which, though 
brief, contains much valuable information 
and just reasoning, we cannot refrain from 
quoting the following observations, which 
do not, however, belong to the author, but 
are taken from an unpublished paper by 
Dr. A. Coombe :— 

« The toms indicative of insanity 
consist of deranged cerebral functions and 
local phenomena. Every sense, every ner- 
vous function, and every faculty of the mind, 
may be involved in the disease or not, and 
hence indescribable variety. The true stand- 
ard is the patient's own natural characier, 
and not that of the physician or of philoso- 
phy. A person, from excess of development 
in one part of the brain, may be eccentric 
and singular in his mental manifestations, 
and yet his mental health may be entire. 
Before we can say he is mad, we must be 
able to show a departure from his habitual 
state, which he is incapable of controlling.” 

There is little to notice in the chapters on 
the diseases of the eye and ear, or on those of 
the skin; the observations on erysipelas, 
which is treated of at considerable length, 
are, however, well deserving of attention. 
This cutaneous affection the author regards 
not as a peculiar and idiopathic disease, but 
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as only “ symptomatic of some internal | readily perceive, from the foregoing extract, 
affection, which may be a disorder of fune-| that it is not of a specific kind, but rests 
tion, or one proceeding from structural lesion upon general principles. We shall, there- 
of some\internal organ,” as “ an inflamma-| fore, only extract his observations upon the 
tion produced by one of those salutary remedy which has of late been particularly 
efforts of the constitution, by which disease employed in this complaint. 
is sometimes removed or translated from one | > The colehicum autumnale has been 
tissue to another ; in this instance, from an highly recommended during the paroxysms 
internal organ, the functions of which are ef gout, and has been wood with the best 
. - d effects, not only in alleviating the imme- 
more immediately mecessary to life, to the | diate sufferings of the patient, but in breah- 
skin, which has a less important part to act jing the severity of the disease ; it has, how- 
in the animal economy.” ever, no claim to the title of a specific. 
With this view of the subject we entirely | There is considerable difference of opinion 


coincide, and we are satisfied that its adop- | *m0ns Practical men, os to which prepara: 
tion must lead to a mes oe treatment some recommend the powder of the bulb ; 
of the disease, or rather diseases in ques | others, that of the seed: many prefer the 
tion,* the more striking, but less important wine of the seed; while others extol the 
phenomena of which have hitherto, by ——— preparation. I have used all the 
majority of practitioners, been too exclu- | preparations, but find a saturated infusion of 
ively attended to. A similar opinion is the seeds in wine to answer better than 
reacts: ne aN f thor as to the patho- 2"¥ 1 have happened to meet with. It is to 
Sandee yume oe r a fol. | 2°, °xhibited, according to the age and con- 

gy of gout, as may be seen from the fol-| stitution, in doses of from twenty to a hun- 
lowing extract, and certainly the arguments /|dred and twenty dbops, conjoined either 
which he has adduced agaiust the idiopathic | with the same quantity of tincture of hyos- 
nature of erysipelas, will apply with nearly | Ciamus, or with a half, or even a third part 


he se nn. | Of the sedative solution of opium, which I 
equal force to this disease also, however un |find to answer better than laudanum. In 


reasonable it may appear, to some practl-| .116 cases, when the stomach is exceed- 


tioners, to regard the local inflammation as ingly irritable, and when the colchicum 
a mere symptom, as @ phenomenon of secon- cannot be retained, 1 frequently apply 
dary importance :— ‘leeches, or a blister, to the epigastric re- 
** According to the views which I have, gion, and exhibit a pill with two, three, or 
taken of gout, 1 would regard it simply as an | — grains of — and two of opium. 
inflammation of the affected part, produced |!" treating a case of gout with colchicum, 
by an effort of the constitution to remove |! by no means trust to it alone, as if it were 
Cisease from interna! parts to the surface of * specific, but also attend carefully to the 
the body ; and therefore the inflammation | *t#te of the bowels, and allay local inflam- 
of the toe is not to be regarded as a disease, | @#tion in the same manner as if colchicum 
but oaly as the occasional symptom of a | Vere not employed. 
disease, which may be one either of func-| In the account of the diseases of the ute- 
tion or of structure, This is proved by tak-| rine organs there are too many surgical de- 
ing & retrospective view of the causes of iis, while several points connected with 


= pry ee ae the medical treatment are either omitted or 


mation of the part, by the production of a | too slightly noticed; there are, however, 
great increase of internal suffering, some-|some valuable remarks on amenorrhea and 
— of ey = — oon of | dysmenorrhea, the latter of which is stated 
ammation, an € uni- | : 

ool belief of all who have either seen the wuinachorss wciaquenty Gqpeutont <0. 0.6 
disease or experienced its sufferings, that a CU™Stance which we do not remember to 
youty paroxysm clears the system of some- |have seen mentioned by avy other writer, 
thing which had been acting injuriously | viz., narrowness of the os uteri. Fifteen 
upon it for some time previously,” cases have occurred to the author in which 

It is hardly necessary for us to speak of this condition existed, and in all a cure was 
the treatment of gout which is recommend- | effected by the gradual dilatation of the part 
ed by Dr. Mackintosh; our readers will| with metallic bougies, although “ none of 
the women operated upon had suffered for 
* We do not here mean to include the diffuse| shorter period than two years, some for 


inflammation of the cellular tissue, which is mach 
more « local disease than true erysipe.as. three or four, aad others for ten.” 














It will certainly, therefore, be worth while 
to make an examination in reference to this 
point, in ell obstinate cases of the disease 
which have resisted the usual remedies. 

We have now probably said enough to 
show the nature and value of the book ; and 
while we regret the unequal execution and 
imperfections of certain parts of it, we may 
safely state, that altogether the work is oue 
of the best, if not the best, of the kind, and 
will seldom disappoint the student, or the 
practitioner, who may refer to it for inform- 
ation. 
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VARIOUS CASES. 


THERE were nine cases admitted, gentle- 
men, last Thursday, under my care; three 
women and six men. Among the women 
was a slight case of anasarca; one of a 
variety of affections, at the bottom of which 
seemed to be leucorrhea ; and one of a con- 
siderable tumour in the abdomen. ‘Lhis tu- 
mour was moveable, reached above the um- 
bilicus, and branched out into lobes; it 
was unattended with pain, and could be 
traced down into the pelvis. I could not 
trace it lower on one side than on the other, 
and, on examining per vaginam, | discover- 
ed the os uteri and the neck of the uterus 
in their proper situations, and perfectly 
healthy. I could discover no di of the 
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and acaseofgout. One of the cases present- 
ed was that of abscess of the glands at the 
angle of the jaw, which was treated at first 
by cold applications and leeches ; but in 
spite of these suppuration took place, and 
the abscess was opened, though to no great 
amount. By these means the suppuration 
was greatly limited, and | am satisfied that 
the steady application of cold to enlarged 
and inflamed glands is one of the most effec- 
tual modes of treating them, 


DROPSY, 

The only case possessing any interest was 
one of severe general dropsy, which was 
cured ; and that certainly was one of very 
considerable interest, It occurred in a girl 
named Maria Sedgwick, etat. 14, admitted 
on the 14th of October, She was of deli- 
cate habit, had light hair, a fair and very 

fine skin, and ruddy complexion, After the 
|disease was removed, the redness in the 
| cheeks remained, so that this was her natural 
colour. It appeared that she had been the 
subject of ague at different times for the last 
three years, and that about three months be- 
fore her admission her belly had become 
swelled, and not long afterwards her legs ; 
there had also been cough for about a month, 
but she had no pain in any part of the cheat. 
When I saw her she was swollen from head 
to foot, but the abdomen was particularly 
swelled, The righteye was quite closed on 
account of the swelling of the face, and the 
left nearly so. The whole of the abdomen 
was tender on pressure, and the reapiration 
was quick when she lay on her back, but that, 
in all probability, arose from the tenderness 
of the abdomen. She had, besides this, diar- 
rhea attended by griping. Between the great 
distension of the abdomen by fiuid, and its 
tenderness, it was impossible for me to ascer- 
tain whether there was any enlargement or 
induration of the liver or of the spleen; nor 
indeed could | ascertain whether any partica- 








womb, nor could I feel the tumour: it was 
not so deep down on either side as to allow 
it to be felt in the vagina by the fioger, al- 
though by pressing the abd the os 
uteri could be forced down. It is very likely 
to be a diseased ovarium ; but upon its true 
character I do not feel myself at present 
authorised to give a decided opinion. Of 
the cases admitted amongst the men, was a 
case of disease of the heart, in which indeed 
not only the heart, but the lungs and the 
liver also, were diseased, but the prin. 
cipally ; a case of pericarditis and organical- 
ly diseased heart ; a case of chronic inflam- 
mation both of the bronchia and of the sio- 





mach,—of bronchitis and gastritis; a case of 
bronchitis which was attended with general 
dropsy,—anasarca ; a case of pleuritis; a 
case of pure bronchitis, without any drupsy ; 


lar organs were inflamed. The case appeared 
a very bad one, for there was, besides intense 
general dropsy, anasarca, and ascites, and 
extreme teuderness of the whole abdomen, 8 
great feebleness of the pulse ; it was quick, 
but exceedingly feeble. It was very possible 
too that she might have great organic dis- 
ease, as she had suffered from ague. The 
indication of treatment, however, was of 
course, in the first instance, to subdue the 
inflammatory state of the peritoneum. I 
dreaded the application even of leeches, 
in consequence of the great smallness and 
feebleness of the pulse ; | ventured to put 
on twelve, and after their removal I covered 
the part with a constant bran poultice. Mere 
smallness of the pulse, had it been also solid, 
would bave been no counter-indication to 


free bleeding, but it was extremely soft and 
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feeble. The leeches relieved the tenderness 
of the abdomen considerably ; but the pulse 
the next day was so much the weaker, and I 
therefore could not think of applying them a 
second time. Stillshe felt better. lL ordered 
her at the same time with the leeches, three 
grains of hydrarg. ¢. creta and the sixth of 
a grain of opium every four hours, making 
eighteen grains of hydrarg. c. creta and one 
grain of opium in the twenty-four hours. It 
was necessary to give her this form of mer- 
cury on account of the diarrhea, ‘for any 
other would only have irritated the intes- 
tines, and increased the purging; and it 
was necessary even to guard it with opium, 
which, too, independently of the mercury, 
would have been proper, on account of the 
diarrhea, I gave her this mercury on ac- 

count of the inflammatory state of the peri- 

toneum,-—on account of the dropsy being 

evidently of an inflammatory nature. I gave | 
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left her bed, and appeared 
I was then able to exami 
and I found no enlargement of any organ ;— 
no enlargement nor any induration could be 
discovered in anv organ whatever. The 
case was a very striking one, and, doubtless, 
many who saw her thought she would die ; 
I had very great apprehensions myself, but 
under the simple treatment the result was 
as I have mentioned, She was presented 
on the 18th of November. Till the 19th of 
October 1 allowed her only milk, gruel, 
arrow-root, and weak broth; but from that 
time she had half a mutton-chop daily, and 
this she continued to take till she went out. 
Now, however simple this treatment was, 
I am convinced that any other would have 
destroyed her, Had I given her common 
stimulants or tonics, or full diet, or had I 
given her stimulating diuretics, I should 
most probably have induced excessive irrita- 


in perfect health, 
the ha 





her no diuretics, The treatment evidently | tion of the mucous membrane of the stomach 
was to consist in the removal of the inflam- {and intestines—] should have suppressed 
matory state of the peritoneum, and in| the urine altogether, have increased the 
checking the diarrhwa; for had the latter peritonitis, and destroyed her. I have no 
continued, she most probably would have doubt thet had she taken squills and spirit 
suffered from it considerably, and perhaps of nitric wther, and been allowed wine, she 
have sunk, Yet it would have been wrong | Would presently have sunk. The case was 
to have stopped the diarrhoea suddenly, for | one of inflammatory dropsy, the inflamma- 
the cessation of secretion of the inner mem- | tion being chiefly seated in the peritoneum, 
brane of the intestines might have increased | and attended with great debility, Had there 
the secretion by the peritoneal coat. I have | been no such debility, I should not have 
known ascites produced by a sudden cessa-| been coutented with leeches, but should 
tion of diarrhea, The diarrhoea was partially | have bled her well from the arm; and if I 
checked, and the tenderness and tension of | had applied leeches, I should have done so 
the abdomen were diminished on the very | very freely. 1 should also not have given 


next day. The motions that had occurred | 
were serous, thin, copious, and very offen- 
sive. She vomited two or three times the | 
second day after breakfast, and the pulse | 
was scarcely perceptible, yet she did not| 
feel herself weaker, On the 16th (the third 
day) she felt much better; there was no 
pain on pressure on any part of the abdo- 
men, still less were there tension and tume- 
faction; the vomiting had not returned; 
the bowels had only been evacuated twice 
in the last twenty-four hours; the pulse | 
had become more distinct; the motions, | 
however, which had occurred were copious 
and watery, but were now yellowish; the 
quantity of urine was increased, and she 
slept very well. The treatment was not 
altered during the whole time that I had her 
under my care, The leeches of course 
were not applied again, but the hydrarg. 
c. creta, and likewise the opium, were 
continued in exactly the same doses for 
three weeks. Without doing any-thing 
more than this, she gradually became per- 
fectly well; the abdomen subsided to its 
proper size; the tenderness never returned ; 
the pulse became gradually slower and 
stronger ; the anasarca disappeared from 
every part of the body, and she very soon 





her even weak broth, but confined her to 
slops—to barley-water and tea. 

You are of course well aware that many 
cases of dropsy are exactly of this descrip- 
tion. Dropsies, in my lectures on the prac- 
tice of medicine, I endeavoured to genera- 
lize with many other affections: with fluxes, 
for example,—discharges from the mucous 
membrane ; with hemorrhages of all kinds, 
whether from mucous membranes or not, 
and with various organic diseases. I stated 
that these occurrences might be inflamma- 
tory, or that they might be free from an in- 
flammatory state; that they are all to be di- 
minished very much,and many of them cured, 
simply by the usual treatment of inflamma- 
tion, or, indeed, that mode of treatment 
may be exceedingly improper. This is 
most strikingly exemplified in the dis- 
charges from the various mucous mem- 
branes, very many of which may be cured 
by simple bleeding, general or local, and 
starving, while others require stimuli to 
the part itself, or general stimuli and 
tonics. Dropsy sometimes arises, there- 
fore, from an inflammatory state; but it is to 
be remembered that it sometimes also arises 
from an opposite condition of the system. 
When persons are bled to excess they be- 
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come dropaical,—not in that instance from 
inflammation, but from debility. When per- 
sons are starved, their legs are observed to 
swell ; they have of the eyes, ex- 
treme contraction of all the features, but their 
ancles are enlarged. Frequently, too, dropsy 
arises from an obstruction to the return of | 
the lymph, or if the blood in the veins be| 
impeded’ and, in the latter case, from the | 
great distension that is produced, the blood- | 
vessels ease themselves by pouring forth 
fluid into the serous or cellular membranes. 
Hemorrhage will sometimes arise from the | 
same cause: it is not uncommon in diseases 
of the heart, in which the blood is obstructed, 
for hemorrhage to occur from the alimentary 
canal, hemorrhage which speedily proves 
fatal. Sometimes dropsy arises without our 
being well able to explain its origin. When 
there is disease of the kidney, it is common 
for dropsy to occur; one can hardly, how- 
ever, see why it should be so, unless it arise 
from the quantity of urine being diminished, 
and the secretions of the cellular and serous 
membranes making up for the deficiency. 
Yet frequently there is here no deficiency of 
urine; we hardly see why, in disease of 
some other viscera, there should be dropsy, 
uuless from the cachectic state induced in 
the whole system. It is very common in 
disease of the womb for a female to become 
anasarcous, even when there has been no 
great flooding, and it is likewise common 
in diseases of the spleen and the liver for 
the same thing to occur. You might sup- 
pose, a priori, that there is an obstruction to 
the blood in these instances, but such a sup- 
position would often be unfounded. Ob- 
struction in the liver and spleen ought rather 
to induce diarrhea, or hemorrhage from the 
mucous membrane of the alimentary canal. 
In the case of disease in the kidney, at least, 
obstruction will not explain it. We cannot 
explain why the whole Body falls into a state 
of dropsy, unless it be from the whole sys- 
tem becoming cachectic through the renal 
disease, or a general depraved state of the 
habit, in which the disease of the kidney is 
a partonly. If the kidney be organicall 
afiected, or have great congestion of blood, 
or an infi state, I believe the urine 
is generally albuminous ; but, on the other 
hand, I do not think that the circumstance 
of the urine being albuminous is a proot 
that the kidney is in this state, at least in a 
state of organic disease ; because I have 
seen 80 many persous cured of dropsy, and 
restored to perfect health, who had albu- 
minous ey and if the kidney had been 
originally diseased, we can hardly suppose 
that that would have been the he. we 
—s 45 paserae and inflammation of the 
idney, be supposed, because there were no 
signs of such affections. I have continually 
teen albuminous urine in cases of dropsy 
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ithout any reason, firat or last, to suspect 
, and I] have seen the 


wi 
disease of kidne 


peg Boyes cae | 


ease of the kidney, and in 


cured, I think, there- 
it is possible that in dis- 


of that 


‘organ, the urine may generally be albumi- 


nous, the converse cannot be said, viz., that 
if the urine be albuminous we must neces- 
sarily conclude that the kidney is in these 
diseased conditions. When the disease, 
however, is of the nature that it was.in this 
case, that is, when it is inflammatory, there 
are sure to be general marks of inflammation, 


jor marks of inflammation of a particular 


part. I should not have supposed here that 
there had been a general inflammatory state 
of the system, for the pulse was exceed- 
ingly weak, but there was decidedly inflam- 
mation in one part, that is, of the perito- 
heum. 

When dropsy is of an inflammatory na- 
ture, you will generally see fulness about 
the head, or an inflammatory state of the 
chest, or an inflammatory state of the abdo- 
men, and frequently we have all of these 
three parts in an inflammatory state. You 
frequently see the head, from its fulness, 
become oppressed ; the patient complains of 
drowsiness, or a tightness of the forehead, 
as though it were bound with hoops, giddi- 
ness, or headach ; or if you desire him to 
make a deep inspiration, you find soreness 
of the chest, and on listening at the parietes 
you discover arattle ; or if you examine the 
abdomen you find tenderness some-where 
there. These symptoms are sometimes in- 
considerable ; but you will generally per- 
ceive inflammatory affection either of the 
head, chest, or abdomen: perhaps the pa- 
tient will not mention them spontaneously, 
and therefore it is necessary that you should 
inquire after them, There was a case ad- 
mitted a fortnight ago precisely of this cha- 
racter, that William Harden, etat, 42, 
who was admitted on the 4th of November. 
He had been ill three weeks, and it was 
found that he had headach and drowsiness, 
and also dyspnea, cough, soreness of the 
front of the chest internally, and sonorous 
rattle. These two parts, then, were affect- 
ed, the head and the chest. Not that the 
inflammation was sufficient to cause dropsy 
in them ; that was out of the question ; but 
in the inflammatory state of the system, 
these particularly suffered. He had ana- 
sarca, at least wdema, as high as the hips, 
and the urine was not found to be albumi- 
nous. He was bled to the extent of a pint, 
and purged with supertartrate of potash ; 
the blood was not found to be buffy, He 
was again bled to the same extent, when 
the urine was found albuminous and the 
blood buffy, He is steadily improving, and 
the swelling ig now no higher than the 
ancles, 
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This leads me to consider the question of 
treating the disease autiphlogistically or 
not. If the patient have been in perfect 
health, and suddenly seized with dropsy, 
you may presume that it is of an inflamma- 
tory nature; you will, however, satisfy 
yourselves of this, by ascertaining whether 
the complaint arose from cold ; whether it 
arose just as inflammation does every day 
from the application of cold, especially 
when united with moisture, and when the 
body is overheated. Almost all these cases 
may be traced to this circumstance. Another 
mark is, that the swelling begins in the face, 
or occurs as early in the face as elsewhere, 
the face being particularly exposed to a} 
change of temperature. You will find, ia 
the great majority of instances, that inflam- 
matory anasarca begins in the face, or at 
least that part swells as early as any other. 
Another circumstance is, that the pulse will 
justify youin bleeding. Perhaps the pulse 





urine, nor from the state of the pulse—but 
you may infer the propriety of treuting them 
autiphlogistically from the existence and 
severity of some local inflammation, which 
itself alone, without any dropsy, would point 
out the propriety of antiphlogistic treat- 
ment. That was the case with this girl. 
In the man’s case there was not so much 
local inflammation, as to make bleeding at 
all advisable, but he had been previously in 
good health ; his pulse was fuller than that 
of the girl’s; and these two circumstances 
proved that there must be an inflammatory 
state of the system, though short of im- 
portant inflammation ia any one part. The 
treatment was equally successtul in both 
cases. 

We have been informed by a writer, that 
the state of the urine is a sure guide to the 
propriety of bleediug. We have been told 
that the quantity and firmness of the coagu- 
lum of the albumen of the urine are usually 


will be fall and strong, but whether it is so| proportionate to the marks of inflammation. 
or not, you may have reason, from the circum- | It is not asserted that the presence of albu- 
stances that 1 have mentioned, to consider meu can only occur where there is inflam- 
the case to be inflammatory; although the| mation, but it is acknowledged that in an 
pulse will not indicate bleeding, it will| opposite state, where there is great weak- 
justify that measure. Observation of the ness of constitution, where bark will cure 
pulse is often very important, and though it| the disease, albumen may appear in the 
will not lead you to resort to bleeding, yet) urine. It is said, however, that when the 


knowing that the symptoms indicate the | 
loss of blood, it may justify you in abstract- | 
ing blood. Such was the case with this! 


albumen in the urine is of considerable quan- 
tity and firmness, making a firm coagulum 
on the application of heat, that there are, 


man. In the instance of the girl, I did not| usually, proportionate to this, marks of in- 
infer the propriety of bleeding from the na- | flammation, and that a correct guide to vee 
ture of the cause of the complaint. She|nesection will be found in the firmness, 
was too weak to give an account of the copiousness, and early appearance, of an 
origin of her disease, neither could [ learn | albuminous coagulum in the urine. 

whether it began in the face, and the pulse} Now 1 am perfectly satisfied that this is 
would certainly have disinclined me from incorrect. In the man’s case there was no 
bleeding ; but [ found decided inflammation | early appearance of albumen. When the 
of one part of the body, such as made me urine was first examined, there was no albu- 
desirous of abstracting blood by one mode or men in it, and the albumen did not appear 
other, and if there had been no dropsy, if till one venesection had taken place, which 
there had been no effusion at all, the case | vencsection had been of great benefit to 
would have required the same treatment.|/him. Neither, indeed, did the buffiness of 
You therefore see that you may suspect | ihe blood occur wil after the first bleeding. 
the inflammatory nature of the case from | Then, as to firmness, the albumen did not 
its being acute, from its beginning in the|coagulate into a solid mass, but merely 
face, the patient having been previously | formed a number of flocculi throughout the 
in good health, and the pulse indicating |fluid. I have certainly seen many cases 
any-thing but debility; and, I may add,| where there was no albumen at all in the 
from the circumstance of the urine not be-| urine during the whole of the disease, and 
ing diminished at all, or, rather, being ac- jyet bleeding was indicated, and positively 
tually increased ; for in this sort of dropsy | cured the patient. Although I have very 


the urine, so far from being diminished, is 
not only in general of its natural amount, 
but is sometimes increased. You may be 
sure of the propriety of treating the dropsy 
as inflammatory, either by fiuding the pulse 
really of that nature—strong, quick, and 
full—a pulse that would lexd you to bleed, 
whatever might be the disease ; or, in other 
cases, not from a history of the disease—not 
from any peculiar state of the face or the 





seldom seen the albumen form a firm coagu- 
Jam in the urine, yet I have seen instances 
out of number which have yielded entirely 
to venesection. I therefore do not place 
reliance on the state of the urive, but I 
place my reliance for the propriety of bleed- 
ing upon the history of the disease, upon 
the state of the pulse, as to whether this 
will justify it or not, and upon the presence » 
of local infiammation. It is proper, how- 











oo 


a 


oe 


ee Oe 


ae 


wt 


ow “EF 





ever, to say that the writer to whom I 
have al , allows that the limits of ve- 
nesection will be ascertained from the state 
of the blood and the relief of the symp- 
toms, as well as from the improvement of 
the urine, Nevertheless he mentions the 
fact, that —— copiousness, early 
appearance of albumen in the urine, is the 
sure indication of v tion. As I should 
not hesitate on the one hand, to bleed in the 
treatment of dropsy, whether there was any 
albumen in the urime or not eee having 
continually cured the disease by bleeding, 
both when there has been no albumen, and 
also when the albumen that was present 
formed no firm coagulum), so, on the other 
hand, I must say, that I have seen the urine 
full of albumen, I will not say firm albumen, 
where venesection was a measure quite out 
of the question. I speak decidedly on this 
point, because I have made it a matter of 
considerable observation. 1 feel that I have 
good grounds when I state, that in dropsy 
it isalways right to ascertain whether the 
phlogistic diathesis is present, and to look 
paey local inflammation. If you do this, 
I am satisfied that, without an examination 
of the quality of the urine, without knowing 
whether it contain albumen or not, you wiil 
never be mistaken 2s to the treatment to be 
adopted. I gave this girl no diuretics; she 
took mercury, which I gave on account of 
the peritonitis, and she took opium to check 
the diarrhea ; but she took no other medi- 
cine whatever, and yet all the secretions 
came round. The effusion into the cellular 
membrane and the peritoneum, both arose 
from an inflammatory state, and completely 
subsided when that state ceased. 








HYPERTROPHY OF THE LEFT VENTRICLE 
OF TUE HEART — EXTENSIVE OSSIFICA- | 
TION, 

There have been no post-mortem examina- 
tions, Gentlemen, this week, but a friend of 
mine in the country has been so kind as to 





send me a heart, which he took out of an 
old man, which furnishes a very five speci- 
men of cardiac disease. I have not seen it 
before, It has been ned during lecture | 
by Mr. Norblad (the curator of the Mu- 
seum), and it is an instance of extreme 
state of disease. 

I will begin with the right side of the 
heart : there appears to be no disease bere. 
You are aware that the right side of the 
heart is much less frequently diseased than 
the left. Disease of the lett side is a hun- 
dred fold more frequent. However, the left 
ventricle exhibits a terrible, or a beautiful— 
just as you please to speak, whether as pa- 
thologists or not—specimen of disease, In 
the first place there is immense hypertrophy 
of that ventricle ; the wulls are nearly as 








DR. ELLIOTSON ON DISEASE OF THE HEART. 


thick again as they should be; the cavity is 
about the natural size, or if there be any 
alteration, it is slightly diminished ; then 
there is most extensive ion all over 
the sides of its two inys: the left side 
they are one mass of disease all round. The 
ring of the mitral valve is one rugged circular 
mass of bone. The curtain of the valve is 
free, and the opening natural. Continuous 
with this is the fication of the aortic 
valves. All three are bony; the sacs of 
them look as if distended by pieces of 
walnut, and the opening is reduced to a 
mere three-cornered chink. This man had 
really a hard heart—a stony heart. If 
we go on, however, we shall find still 
more bone, The bony matter extends even 
to the orifice of the vessels of the neck. 
The aorta has many large collections of rug- 
ged bone upon its inner surface, The bony 
matter is deposited originally, I believe, 
under the lining matter of the inner coat ; 
the inner coat cracks, and the bone is then 


}exposed, so that the blood runs over the 


bare bone. The blood could have experi- 
enced no difficulty in passing from the left 
auricle to the left ventricle, but had extreme 
difficulty in escaping from the left ventricle 
into the aorta. Thus the efforts required of 
the left ventricle are sufficient to account 
for its extreme hypertrophy, the beart, or 
any one muscular part of the heart, growing 
large, like any voluntary muscle, by exer- 
tion. You will sometimes, however, see 
the left ventricle very much hypertrophied, 
when there has been no obstruction to the 
course of the blood, and no disease of the 
aorta. 

When we see the present kind of ossifica- 
tion occur in old people, it does not appear 
to be the result of inflammation, but of a 
degeneration of structure. In old age there 
is a general tendency to induration without 
any marks of inflammation, and when we 
observe bone, as in the present instance, all 
that we can say is, that the parts have had 
a tendency to secrete bone. In young per- 
sons these transformations are frequently the 
result of inflammation. | commence 
generally with inflammation ; inflammation 
leads to induration, induration to the form- 
ation of cartilage, and the cartilage subse- 
quently becomes bone. In old age the 
change appears generally to be entirely in- 
dependent of inflammation, 

I cannot tell what peculiar sympto 
were present in this case, as I believe that 
the region of the heart was not examined 
by the ear. If my memory be correct, the 
letter which I received states that the sub- 


ject was nearly eighty years of age ; that 


witbin the last seven years he had walked 
very great distances, and died apparently of 
old age, no particular disease having ap- 
peared, except dropsy, just before the last. 














J 
/ 
} 
, 








I think if the chest had been listened to, 
a strong bellows sound would have been 
heard, with, or almost immediately before, 
the pulse, on account of the difficulty the 
blood had in getting out of the teft ventricle 
into the sorta. Without the narrowness of 
the aortic opening, the immense thick left 
ventricle would have driven the blood most 
impetuously to all ports it would have 
aoa an iemete, ulse, produced dyspnea, 
and perbaps cau apoplexy, hemorrhage, 
and dropsy, from forcible distension of the 
arteries ; and without the immense hyper- 
trophy, the narrowness of the mouth of the 
aorta would have caused such obstruction 
that there would have been a most feeble 
pulse, and extreme dyspnwa, hemorrhage 
and dropsy, from the obstruction of blood 
in the lungs and the whole venous system. 
The absence of inconvenience to the patient 
till just before death, may be thus explained, 
and also by the, probably, very slow and 
proportionate progress of the several organic 
changes. 





ON THE NATURE OF 
SCROFULA, 


AND ON A METHOD OF TREATING SCROFULOUS 
ULCERATIONS OF THE NECK. 


By G.D. Denmort, ALR. C.S. 


Scroruta,I believe, is chronic inflam- 
mation attacking a system predisposed by 
debility or derangemeut of health to that 
disease, and more frequently the absorbent 
en of that system. The exciting causes 

ing those agents which operate upon the 
absorbent system more especially, or upon 
other parts which happen to be particularly 
subjected to the influence of some of these 
agents, on account of their position or func- 
tion, 

We know that some of these exciting 
causes are bad and undigested food in the 
prime vie, acting as a source of irritation to 
the mesenteric glands and absorbents; the 
influence of cold and moisture of the lungs, 
and upon the absorbent system, and me- 
chanical injuries of the joints. 

Some of my reasons for believing that 
scrofula is only chronic inflammation exist- 
ing in certaiu structures, are those that 
follow :— 

The predisposition both to chronic in- 
flammation and ‘scrofula may be created or 
increased by any cause which weakens the 
system generally, lessening thereby the sup- 
ply of healthy nutriment, and impairing the 
tone of the system or the wis medicatrix; or by 
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functions of the body, when neture's healthy 
harmony of action is broken,* and she is 
easily led astray into disordered or diseased 
action, This disordered state frequently 
shows itself locally in the form of chronic 
inflammation in the viscus or part most de- 
bilitated or deranged, and most exposed to 
the (perhaps slight) exciting cause ; hence 
the three grand steps of many diseases are, 
first, general disordered state of the system ; 
second, chronic inflammation ; third, mor- 
bid alteration of structure. 

Chronic inflammation and scrofula are 
both tedious. First, on account of the 
slight degree of vascularity of many of the 
structures attacked by chronic inflammation 
(especially when existing in many parts 
where it bears the name scrofula), so that 
the parts are slow in changing their action 
| from diseased to healthy, aud slow, there- 
| fore, in undergoing the process of renova- 
jtion, Secondly, because the habit, by the 
| debility or predisposition of the frame's 
jaction, is not ouly morbidly susceptible to 
| the causes exciting—i.e., is predisposed to 
take on the disease (scrofula or chronic in- 
flammation), but having once commenced 
with it, to continue it; and this, in a ratio 
to the increasing debility produced by the 
continued action or impression of such a 
chronic inflammation (with its probably 
associated suppuration) upon the system ; 
for, in a ratio to the increasing debility 
produced by the continued excitement of 
the disease, so is the general health, or 
gradually impaired strength, less capable of 
bearing up under that excitement; and 
hence on this account, and perhaps by the 
disease, from its seat locally impairing some 
leading function of the body (whether this 
disease be called merely chrouic inflamma- 
tioa, or whether custom brings it under the 
name of scrofula), the vis medicatrix or 
vital power gives way to the ravages of the 
disease. 

It makes no difference whether this de- 
bility is congenital, whether it be acquired 
by such causes as climate or irregularity of 
living; whether it be temporary debility 
produced by temporary causes, or even de- 
pression of the powers of the body produced 
by mental depression, for any-thing that 
brings the system below its natural standard 
of action, debilitates the agency of life in 
it, and mekes that system morbidly suscep- 








* I would call the vis medicatrix, or the proxi- 
mate cause of organic action, organic instinet ; it 
is by this that there is such a consent of action 
existing between living parts as long as they con- 
tnoe in health, whieh almost seems to amount to 
cerebral sense; the seat of organic sease and of 
organic action pene being in the nerves, the 
processes of the base of the brain, or, in fact, in 


the whole of the nervous sysiem; the unity of 
action and sense existing in the syxtem, depending 
upon the numerous connexions or continuities of 
substance which exist between the nerves, 





a cause which deranges a leading fuaction or 
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tible to chronic inflammation, and which! of these suppurations. I have been in- 


will be produced upon the application of an 
exciting cause, as in cases of chronic in- 
flammation of the liver, chronic curvature 
with tubercles in the lungs aap 

thisis, and rally supposed to be scrofu- 
ous, daphen Wetomaation of the absorbeat 
glands called scrofula, and chronic inflam- 
mation in any other part of the body where 
exciting causes have happened more espe- 
cially to operate. 

In serofula the effects are not only the 
same as in chronic inflammation constitu- | 
tionally, but locally; for in inflammation of | 
two coatiguous membranes we have them 
glued together by a deposition of coagulable 
lymph ; or pus is produced between them 
from their surfaces; in inflammation of cel- | 
lular structure we have pus produced in it, | 
and its cells glutted with coagulable lymph ; 
in chronic inflammation of membranes, we 
have a thickening of them produced by a! 
deposition of coagulable lymph in their | 
substance ; in chronic inflammation of the | 





formed since I first commenced with this 
plan that it is not altogether new, but I 
wish to mention it to obtain its more universal 
adoption. After reducing cutaneous inflam- 
mation by the free employment of leeches, 
and the use of purgatives, so far as 
the patient’s strength warrants, I have re- 
course to Baynton’s method ef curing al- 
cers of the legs:* first, laying a layer 
of simple dressing over the ulcer so as to 
extend for a short distance over its circum- 
ference ; upon that I apply soft compresses 
in the same manner, in order that every part 
of the circum!erence of the sore, as well as 
the surrounding skin for a limited extent, 
shall be equally pressed upon, and that 
the surface shall not be exposed to harsh 
pressure. The straps of adhesive plaster I 
then apply, not so as to strangle the patient, 
but to extend nearly balf way round the neck, 
beginning with each at the nape, and bring- 
ing them forwards nearly as far as the 
pomum adami ; at the same time the skin of 


liver we have a deposition of coagulable | the two sides of the sore is drawn intoa 
lymph in its substance, and with it, fre-| state ofapproximation : the straps of plaster 
quently, a secretion of pus: on the other | of the length specified will stick firmly if 
hand, in chronic inflammation of absorbent | the composition is good, so as to draw upon 





glands usually termed scrofulous, the local | 
effects are precisely the same—an abundant 
deposition of coagulable lymph and suppu- 
ration; and what are scrofulous tubercles in 


the lungs, but probably small glands loaded 
in the same way? At all events, coagulable 
lymph is the grand constituent of their sub- 
stance ; and in diseased joints (white swell- 
ings) there are also the same two effects of 
inflammation, suppuration aad deposition of 


coagulable lymph. ‘Tus in scrofula we see 
all the common effects of chronic inflamma- 
tion, and these merely, viz., a production of 
pus and coagulable lymph, with a depres- 
sion and gradual exhaustion of the powers 
of the system. If these effects are to be 
accounted for upon the principle of suppos- 
ing scrofula chronic inflammation, what 
right have we to suppose it a specific 
disease ? 

In different cases of inflamed joints, in- 
flammation is found to exist in all degrees, 
from the most acute, down to that termed 
chronic or scrofulous. 

The flakes, moreover, of coagulable lymph 
met with in the pus are not peculiar to what 
is termed scrofulous inflammation; we meet 
with them in the pus in many other cases 
where suppuration is produced from ebronic 





inflammation, more especially when the 
general health is much deranged, so that 
their formation cannot depend upon a pe- 
culiar constitutional scrofulous taint. 

My plan of treating ulcerations of the 
neck produced by suppurating glandule 
concatenate, seems materially to corrobo- 
rate my idea as to the non-specific nature 
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the skin, and cannot inconvenietly compress 
the larynx unless they are improperly brought 
over the pomum adami. Ifitisalarge ulcer, 
the neck must be strapped from top to bot- 
tom, and the patient can comfortably and 
neatly wear his cravat over the straps with 
this injunction, that he do not inadvertenuy 
and suddenly twist his neck, so as to give 
himself pain, nor button his shirt collar too 
tight, as these are the causes most likely to 
excite irritation, so as to interfere with the 
healing. Ineed scarcely say, that as no- 
thing is more likely to inflame superficial 
absorbent glands than cold and wet, the pa- 
tient must preserve a free cutaneous action 
by being in winter clad with flannel. When 
all other remedies, internal and external, for 
the cure of these ulcerations have failed, 
with these simple dressings judiciously 
applied, the circumference of the ulcer after 
a short time becomes white and free from 
irritation, and rapidly grows over the ulcer, 
which has become as permanently cured as 
would any simple ulceration in any other 
part of the body. 





* I have found a composition of equal parts of 
emplastrum plumbi and rob , with a mod 
uantity of the hydrargyri rubm oxydum, consi- 
derably aids the effect of pressure upon ul- 
cers, probably «wing to the plaster bestowing such 
a gentle stimalus to the woung as to «xcite the 
growth of healthy granulations. 








- @ea 


ee ee, Mee » ee oe 


MR. CLARK ON 


ON FIRING HORSES. 
By Cuances Crank, VS. 


I am unwilling toappear again here in 
the capacity of a critic, but cannot with- 
hold from making a few remarks on the 
subject of firing horses for lameness, which 
not long since has been discussed in Tne 
Lancer. 

A veterinary surgeon, Mr, James Turner, 
asserts, page 845 of the last volume of Tue 
Lancer, that the operation of firing has 
fallen into “‘ disrepute,”’ and after assuming 
this point, proceeds to advertise what he is 
pleased to call an ‘* improved method,” 
which is at present confined, we are led to 
understand, to himself and “‘ his brother,” 
and the success of which ‘‘ depends solely 
on making each separate incision completely 
through the skin, cutis as well as cuticle, 
and boldly exposing the cellular tissue, 
forming the immediate covering of liga- 
ments, tendons, periosteum, Xc. ;” and he 
tells us, that to cure a spavin in this style, 
great ‘‘ dexterity, tact, talent, nerve, Xc., 
are in requisition.” 

Mr. Turner has certainly calculated tvo 
much on the silence of his veterinary bre- 
thren in putting forth this information, and 
he has already been answered very ably and 
well by one of our best practitioners, Mr. 
Fenwick, excepting that this gentleman 
deals with his pretensions too tenderly, 
In the first place, I utterly deny that this 
operation is in ‘‘ disrepute,” either in town 
or country, except so fur as College influ- 
ence and College teaching extend, and have 
not only been very successful in effecting 
the desired object by it in my own practice, 
but,.as Mr. Fenwick says, have seen it 
equally so in that of other veterinary sur- 
geons ; and in some instances, where I con- 
sidered it a sine qua non, have not hesitated 
to guarantee the removal of the lameness, 
before the owner would submit his horse to 
the unavoidable blemish it occasions. 

“ Firing” is deprecated and disused by 
Messrs. Coleman and Sewell, but the only 
reason I have heard assigned for this, was 
from those who have witnessed the perform- 
ance of the latter gentleman, viz., that be 
did not do it well; and as pupils are not 
taught to handle the irons at the College, it 
is very natural they should either discoun- 
tenance the operation altogether, or ot!er- 
wise do discredit to it. To such, Mr. Tur- 
ner’s deep plan may be a novelty; but I 
should think there are very few, even medi- 
cal men of much experience in horse-flesh, 
who will not at once see through it asa 
mode of operating which has been in use 
for ages back among the most ignorant of 
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|our farriers, who, arguing on their favourite 
apophthegm, that a ‘ strong disease requires 
a violent remedy,” have thought they added 
to the effect of their firing, in proportion to 
the depth they carried it through the skin. 
| All enlightened practitioners, however, have 
agreed in approving the more moderate me- 
thod, and Mr. Turner himself is obliged to 
admit, that this kind of firing is held indis- 
| pensable by the majority of horse proprie- 
jtors. But we are now to see “ the phoenix 
)rise from his dying ashes.” If the measure 
proposed were merely useless, instead of 
| being alike injurious, cruel, and unscientific, 
jit might be passed over in silence, I say 
| unscientific, because there is not in either 
of Mr. Turner’s papers, any account of the 
principle upon which he fires thus deeply, 
/nor a single passage which implies a know- 
ledge of the action of the hot iron on the 
|skin, much less that would convey such 
| knowledge to others. Mr, Fenwick says, 
“ T have not entered into the true rationale 
and effects of firing, which Mr. Turner does 
not appear to me fully to comprehend.” I 
could wish he had done so, as it would have 
relieved me from a responsibility which IL 
should not venture on, were it not neces. 
sary to show the fallacy of Mr. Turner's 
views. The following, therefore, must serve 
as an explanation. 

The skin of the horse is much more sensi- 
tive and susceptible of irritation than the 
human skin, therefore blisters and external 
stimulants of various degrees, have always 
been among the most general and useful 
curative means in the power of the veteri- 
narian. Of these means, the actual cautery 
is nothing more than the most potent and 
effectual. 

About the legs, where this operation is 
generally performed, the skin may be from 
one-eighth to a quarter of an inch in thick- 
ness, according to the breed of the horse ; 
and the method I have been taught and 
have practised is, to draw the red-hot firing- 
iron in regular lines, scaring through the 
cuticle and upon the cutis, but by all means 
avoiding to pass through it, or expose the 
cellular tissue beneath. On this account, 
the edge of the cautery should not be too 
sharp, or more than a red heat, lest it inad- 
vertently, or by the animal’s struggles, pass 
through the skin; nor shou!d the operation 
be hurried, but each line passed carefully 
over, that the parts may be fairly cauterized, 
and not hastily cut through with a sharp hot 
instrument. The object in view is not to 
burn and destroy, but to inflame the cuta- 
neous structure; it is an operation per- 
formed upon the skin, and in order to pro- 
duce the following effects:—The parts at 
first shrivel and contract under the applica- 
tion of the hot iron, but soon after b«come 
tumefied, nature setting up a counter: tion, 
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and a clear lymph exudes, sometimes in 
considerable quantities, from the cauterized 
channels, which continues more or less for 
about twenty-four bours. Dissection at this 
period shows the cutis vera and cellular 
membranes great! ly thickened, and the capil- 
lary vessels injected with red blood. After 
this, the surface becomes dry and the limb 
stiff, the heat and tumefaction continue for 
many days, and the inflammation gradually 
subsides, leaving the parts still much thick- 
ened ; and now Septas that gradual absorp- 
tion and tense state of the skin which are 
consequent on such a state of excitement, 
aod are sup to be the immediate means 
of removing that disease, whether consist- 
ing in relaxation of structure, osseous depo- 
sit, or otherwise, for which the operation 
was had recourse to, About two months’ 
rest may be necessary, at the end of which 
time the parts resume their natural size. 

Some have expressed the action of firing 
by saying, that it occasions the skin to form 
atight bandage over the part which pro- 
motes absorption and cure, but we know not 
whether to ascribe its efficacy chiefly to this, 
or to the direct effect of counter irritation. 
It may be needful to dress the inflamed parts 
occasionally with emollient ointment, but 1 
say nothing of the practice of blis- 
tering immediately alter the operation, be- 
cause I think it often does harm, aud is not 
involved in the question. 

Now, according to the rationale of firing 
I have laid down, let us see what would take 
place, if through design or want of skill, or 
1 will say ignorance, the cautery should be 
carried right through the skin to an uncer- 
tain depth in the cellular tissue ; for, let me 
observe, that when once the dense cutis is 
divided, no hand can properly control a red- 
hot iron in the loose structure underneath it. 
The first effect will be a retraction of the 
divided edges, forming what Mr. Turner 
calls a lesion of the parts, and if all the 
straight and oblique lines are of this cruel 
depth, the limb would appear like nothing 
so much as a piece of roast pork in an eating- 
house window. Violent inflammation en- 
sues, but very little discharge of lymph ; and 
the first effort of nature towards a cure is to 
fill up these cl Is by fi $ sproutings 
from the cellular tiasue, of which all who 
have dealt with horses’ legs, will understand 
the momentous mischief. At the same time, 
the skin, being detached and undermined, 
will probably ulcerate and slough away ; and 
the leg heals, frightfully blemished, after 
double the usual time, and twice the amount 
of suffering to the poor animal, Horses have 
died in consequence of the excessive irrita- 
tion, Every observer of horses must occa- 
sionally have noticed such specimens of 
firing ; each line presents a long scarred 
seam as wide as a man’s finger, perhaps ; for 











the edges of the lesion, or division, never 
properly uuite, and the leg is swelled or 
considerably enlarged, because the skin, 
instead of retracting as in the former case, 
is actually destroyed and cut through, and 
in this state can afford no support to the 
contained I will say nothing about 
the obvious ‘anger of wounding the capsular 
ligaments, sheaths of tendons, nerves, &c., 
by this rude proceeding ; but a man must 
have the dexterity, tact, and talent, of a 
Turner, to steer clear of them, and also an 
antipblogistic power, that most of us are 
strangers to, and which { suppose must be 
a secret in the family, “ never to permit or 
allow that sturdy opponent, inordinate in- 
flammation, to gain a day’s march wu 

him.” Itmay be thought that I have ex- 
aggerated these disastrous consequences ; 
but it is not only on my own authority that 
I assert that Mr. Turner has, and can have, 
no specific by which he can prevent them. 

Mr. Fenwick says, that “ inflammation 
and sloughing invariably follow, when, by 
accident, the iron the skin 
and burns the cellular tissue; and every 
veterinarian knows it also; yet for this can- 
did admission, Mr. Turner presumes to 
charge him with something like want of skill, 
or at least infers that he does not 
the “ profound knowledge” of the Tarner 
family. The best writers are of his opinion, 
Mr. Blaine remarks, page 674, “1 must 
again caution the young practitioner to let 
no consideration induce him to fire through 
the cuticle ; if the true skin be wounded, a 
very considerable inflammation and slough- 
ing will follow.” The reader may now 
judge of Mr, ‘Turner's pretensions. We do 
not suppose him iguorant of the true ra- 
tionale of the operation, but really his opi- 
nions would almost warrant such a conclu- 
sion. If he had advocated firing over a more 
extended surface, the cause would have 
borne dispute; but here he divides the 
cutis instead of cauterizing and inflaming it, 
destroying the very structure upon which 
the hot iron should act, and rendering it 
incapable of performing those beneficial 
offices of pressure and absorption that con- 
duce to the removal of disease, He is angry 
at being treated as a quack, but his practice 
cannot be explained or defended by refer- 
ence to any known laws of physiology re- 
specting the skin ; he never in the slightest 
manner adverts to or recognises them. 

It is difficult otherwise to account for the 
benevolent proposition of exercising his 
deep method of fring on the limbs of man- 
kind for “ scrofulous inflammations of the 
synovial membranes of joints, &c.;” for 
under this impression he says, “ If such 
cases have derived benefit from the days of 
Hippocrates down to Professor Kust’s time, 
from only cauterizing or scaring the surface 
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were not employed, the mother being either 
anable or unwilling to procure them. On 
the following day the abscess in the left joint 


DR, EVANS’ CASE OF SMALL-POX. 
of the skin, how much more may be expect- | 
ed by ing numerous crucial incisions | 
through the with the actual cautery.” 


Here it is very evident that he does not 
understand the advantage of simply inflam- 
ing and corrugating the cutis; he would 
inflict a series of ghastly wounds, such 
as never entered into the contemplation of 


was so pointed, the superincumbent skin so 
stretched by accumulation of matter, and 
the entire collection not appearing to com- 
municate so much with the interior of the 
joint as on the previous examination, that 


I was induced to make a puncture at the 
measures, he thinks, may sanction his gross | posterior part of the joiut, a little above the 
proceedings. By going right ‘* through |ulceration, where the pointing directed ; 
the skin,” much more might be expected, |through this opening issued immediately 
certainly, of infammation and mischief, but | about three or four ounces of perfectly-form- 
not of good effect; as well might the trepan- | ed laudable pus, mixed with a little blood ; 
ner argue, that if the removal of a portion of | probe was then used, and a small portion 
the cranium is beneficial, much more good of the end of the humerus was found rough 
might be expected from going deeper into and denuded.* Common poultices were ap- 
the substance of the brain. None of the} plied, on which a little pus appeared at 
advocates of cauterization in human surgery | each removal, and in a few days the wound 
have so forgotten the legitimate offices of healed kindly, notwithstanding the unfa- 
the skin as to think of firing through it. | vourable features of the case. 

The moxa, the ancient cautery, and the| Ihave been thus minute in describing the 
searing iron of the modern Indians, have all | advance and decline of disease io this joint, 
a superficial operation, and it has been re-|as it faithfully represents the stages and 
served for Mr. Turner to propose a plan treatment of similar inflammations, as they 
which sets physiology at defiance and asto- | occurred in the right elbow, wrist, hip, an- 
nishes the surgical world. | cle, and knee-joints, according as they pro- 


the scientific surgeons, whose moderate 





Presuming that Mr. Turner's two papers gressed either successively or simulta- 
contain the gist of the promised volume, I | neously. The corresponding joints, as those 
have thought proper to discuss his opinions of the wrists, became affected simulta- 
before they were more diffused, but refrain | neously, and immediately subsequent to the 


from many additional remarks which the | elbow-joints ; then the hip, knee, and ancles, 
subject suggests, lest the length of this mat- | followed without intermission; in all, in- 


ter should preclude its insertion. 
Veterinary Infirmary, Stamford St., 
Nov. 15th, 1830. 


CASE OF 


;flammation ran its course rapidly, suppu- 
ration succeeding against every effort to 
prevent it. The wounds cicatrized well, and 
jthe patient was quite well at the end of 
| July, nearly two months after I had first 
seen him. 

My attention was called to this case in 


UNUSUAL AFFECTION OF JOINTS | Comsequence of reading a report, in Tne 


IN SMALL-POX. 
By Marrin Evans, M.D. 


Earty in last June a woman applied to 
me with a male child, about two years old, 
whom she said had been inoculated some 
ten or twelve days before by a quack doctor ; 
at the same time stating a belief, that the 
matter inoculated must bave been of a poi- 
sonous quality, as the child’s health was 
rapidly declining. On examination, I found 
several parts of the body dotted with vario- 
lous pustules on the wane ; the elbow-joints 
red, swelled, and extremely painful; in- 
flammation had not proceeded to an equal 
degree in both, the left having already 
reached the stage of suppuration, indicated 
by evident fluctuation; the child had some 
lingering symptoms of febrile action, and 
was rather robust for his age. After some 

eneral questious I ordered alteratives ; the 
left joint to be fomented, and the right to 
be treated with refrigerant lotions ; leeches 


Lancer, No. 552, of similar cases brought 
forward by Mr. Stephens, at a meeting of 
j the London Medical Society. This gentle- 
{man inclines to the opinion, that this re- 
markable affection of the joints arises from 
| circulation of pus in the blood, and adduces 
in corroboration, ‘‘ That in phlebitis, when 
adhesive inflammation took place, with a 
deposition of lymph sufficient to block up 
the vein, these effects (purulent depositions) 
j}did not ensue. This, to my view, only 
| proves, that where the lymph was shed, there 
was inflammation bounded, consequently 
that its extent was not sufficient to light up 
general febrile action, which may be the 





* May we not suppose that the spengy parts of 
bones, from their greater degree of vascularity, 
being endowed with more life than the denser tex- 
ture, resist death more effectually, consequently 
that injury or exposure of them will not always kill 
or create disease? certainly the proneness of perts 
to death is in an inverse ratio to their vascularity, 
This was illustrated to me a short time since in a 
child whose skull was extensively denuded by a 
fall, but from its greater vascularity at that age 
escaped without exfoliation. 
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cause of certain local disease, according to 
the parts predisposed to assume it. His 
other auxiliary proof is, ‘‘ That there was 
a probable absorption of pus (in his case), 
as the pustules underwent an imperfect sup- 

uration.”” Even this appears to me rather 

ostile to his own theory, as the quantity 
of offending matter was less than usual, and 
we certainly cannot presuppose the forma- 
tion of pus in the blood. In one way only 
can I understand bow his latter argument 


CASE OF “ GOOSE EGG.” 


stance came away from the woman, shaped 
like “a goose egg,” and almost as large, 
composed of “ skin,” &c. This was promptly 
secured by the watchful house-apothecary, 
and nothing has been seen of it since. As 
on former occasions, however, expectation 
is alive, and it is hoped that Mr, Dix is 
engaged in hatching the egg. 

After this abortion the uterine irritation 
ended, the patient and the doctor were re- 
lieved, and the pains and the flooding ceased. 





could favour his theory ; it is this: that ac-| The woman, although of a good constita- 
cording as pus was depositing in the pus- | tion, remained extremely weak, sweating 
tules, the absorbents were more than usually | profusely fora time. This, after such vio- 
active in taking itup. Is it probable that | lent visitings and miscarriages, is not sur- 
the febrile action, called forth during the | prising, but fortune favours her, for she is 
existence of variola, excites disease in parts recovering gradually, and drinks sherry 
which are prone by nature to receive it, as | every day. : 

we see in common continued fever? One| We presume to contrast this case with 
point appears adverse to this conclusion, | another of Dr, Baker's, mentioned in Tuk 
namely, that these affections of the joints | Lancer of the ¢nd of last month, when there 
appear only towards the subsidence, and not / was urgent vomiting, the stomach appeared 


at the acme of the fever. ‘hus we arrive 
ata “ conclusion in which nothing is con- 
cluded,” and leave the field of conjecture 
pendente lite. 
Teignmouth, Devonshire, 
November, 1850. 





DERBYSHIRE INFIRMARY. 
CASE OF “ GOOSE EGG.’’—INFIRMARY INTEL- 
LIGENCE. 

Case.—Hannah Mansfield was sent into 


to have been highly inflamed, the lungs con- 
gested with blood, and the patient died 
without any treatment calculated to subdue 
inflammation. An indolent uterine tumour 
absorbed all the doctor’s attention, and this 
he tried to remove. We also recollect a 
case which was much talked of in the Infir- 
mary, where the doctor used the stetho- 
scope to a girl 17 or 18 years of age, and 
reported that le heard ‘* mucous rattle.” 
She had enlargement of the belly, and was 
treated with diuretics, expectorants, Xc., 
till she was tired, and then refused physic. 
| Her belly grew larger and larger, the dropsy 





this Infirmary in a state of convalescence | did not dissipate, a parish officer was called 
after typhus fever, to be nourished by the | in, he opened the doctor’s eyes to the true 
wholesome diet of the establishment. In| nature of the case, removed his patient, and 
Dr. Baker's case-book she is reported to/in due time the dropsy, to use a vulgar 
have miscarried before her arrival at the | saying, fell intothe girl’sarms. The doctor 








Hospital, and to have had after-pains and | 


moanings. Within the first ten days after 
the supposed miscarriage she had seventy 
leeches applied to the regions of the sto- 
mach and belly, and a blister to the abdo- 


men, considerably larger than two pages of | 


Tue Lancer. This blister produced stran- 
gury, but did not slough; her physic was 
suspended, and barley-water was prescribed 
as an antidote; a pint of blood was also 
taken from the arm, but the pains still 
troubled both the doctor and his patient, and 
recourse was had to mercury; three grains 
of calomel and one grain of opium were 
administered every three hours. The eva- 
cuations produced, &c., did not subdue the 

d intl tion, though in addition 
s, nature was all along 





to these depletion 
lending her powerful aid by a constant dis- 
charge of blood from the womb (flooding), 
so the doctor was puzzled, and rested from 
his labours; but whilst contemplating the 
consequences of this unquenchable inflam- 
mation, a most curious and astonishing sub- 


seems a stranger to the peculiarities of the 
uterus, but he must have full credit for his 
unremitting attention to his infirmary pa- 
tients. This ignorant woman, like Miss 
Louisa Smith of Newingtgn Butts, says, 
“Itis very kind” of him, and lauds the 
doctor for having cured her of a terrible 
inflammation of the belly. ‘* If the patient 
lives, then has he one more to add to the 
surviving list; if he dies, then it may be 
| justly said of the patient's disorder, that as 
it was not cured the disorder was incur- 
able.”"— Goldsmith. 

Practical Queries.—Did not the huge 
blister, by its strangury, &c., promote the 
abortion ?— Would not mercurial action have 
the same tendency ’—What was the bleed- 
ing likely to do’—Would not opium, and 
the * soothing system,” have been more 
likely to have relieved the pains, and to 
have prevented the abortion !—Was not this 
a case of uterine irritation, and hemorrhage 
without inflammation, occurring in a preg- 
nant woman, debilitated by typhus fier, 











MEDICAL LAW. 


the commencement of the flooding having 
been misteken for a miscarriage, the mis- 
carriage, in fact, not taking place till the 
patient had flooded for more than a week, 
and had been subjected to medical treat- 
ment well calculated to produce a miscar- 
riage? 

Infirmary Expenses —The Committee 
for inquiring into the causes of the 1401. 
increase in the expenditure for drugs, wine, 
&e., during the past year, will give their 
report to the Board in due time. The facts 
are these, as they appear from the Infirmary 
account: books, and from the registered ad- 
missions of patients. Dr. F. Fox began his 
duties as attending physician to the Derby- 
shire General Infirmary at the end of August, 
1829. Dr. Forester having resigned, Dr, 
Fox came into his place, and therefore com- 
menced with a full average of in and out 
patients. It must be particularly observed, 
that to the end of October (when Dr, Baker 
began to attend as physician), the drug 
expenses continued as usual, viz., for Au- 

ust, September, and October, the Derby 

rug bill did not amount to 30/. For the 
next quarter (Dr. Baker constituting the 
only Soentien in the case, for the other 
medical officers say they had no new physic 
fit upon them), the drug bill was 50/., Dr. 
Baker having but few in-patients (six or 
seven only); his out-patients about the 
same in number as Dr, Fox’s. The second 
quarter Dr. Baker had more in-patients, 
say ten, and the Derby drug bill amounted 
to 59/.; and the third quarter, ending last 
June, Dr. Baker had 16 in-patients on an 
average, and the drug bill amounted to 48/. 
It is right to explain, that though a small 

rtion of this account should have come 
into one of the other quarters, it still be- 
longs to the year’s expenditure, 

The Weekly Board of Governors now 
took the affair up, having observed the 
growing evil for many months, and a report 
was laid before the Board, but the medical 
officers were not disposed to report “ the 
whole truth,” as it would have been per- 
sonal to have done so. Even as it was, 
Mr. Wright was in jeopardy, being sus- 
pected by Dr. Baker. From this moment 
the Doctor checked his physic, his in-pa- 
tients have been almost regularly decreasing, 
and the Derby drug bill for the last quarter 
has diminished to less than 26/, in amount. 
Dr. Fox’s averages of in and out patients 
having continued, and continuing the same 
as they were before Dr. Baker commenced 
the intention of these investigations, has 
been fully answered, for a similar waste of 
1401. per annum will not be permitted in 
future, 


Nov. 18th, 1830. 
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————— 

Havina, in our last Number, reduced 
the dignity of the present Royal College of 
Surgeons in London to the less ostentatious 
pretensions of the Company of ‘ Shavers” 
which existed in 1460; having, in fact, 
shown the identity of the two corporations, 
as exhibited in their spirit of monopoly, and 
as legally stamped by the letters of their 
respective charters, we shall now pass on 
to the cloisters near Blackfriars Bridge, 
where we shall take a summary glance at 
the frail and aged sistenuoop. 

The brief sketches of the state of medical 
law, which we have already presented to 
the profession, appear to have excited the 
shame and indignation of a vast number of 
medical practitioners. Enough, it seems, 
of the disgusting history has already been 
read, to convince every liberal-minded man 
that our medical corporations, from the first 
moment of their existence, have only acted 
as unyielding barriers to our scientific ad- 
vancement. Great anxiety is consequently 
expressed on the subject of the plan for a 
New Mepicat Coxrvece, and the hopes 
which had been previously entertained of 
the degree of its usefulness and importance, 
have been incalculably strengthened by the 


accession to power of many of those indivi- 


duals who have long been denominated the 
** liberal”’ whigs. 


to man, and so especially natural to the vic- 


This anxiety, so natural 


tims of persecution, shall not, however, be- 
tray us into a premature disclosure of the 
details of the scheme for the formation of a 
new College. The enemies of reform are 
ever loud in their denunciations against 


“* dangerous innovations,” and a proposal 


to repeal an “‘ Act of Parliament,” or to 


abrogate a ** Royal Charter,” is as horrify- 
ing to the ears of a monopoliser, as the ap- 
palling agitations of an earthquake. Whilst, 
therefore, we take this opportunity of cau- 
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tioning our brethren against being deluded 
by expectations founded upon an “ official” 
change of men and names, we would urge 
them to investigate, with their utmost at- 
tention, the present and past state of medi- 
cal government. Then, and not till then, 
will they be secure against delusive pro- 
mises; then will they treat with becoming 
contempt any hypocritical proposal, how- 
ever high the quarter whence it may ema- 
nate, for a patch-work reformation. Refor- 


mation, did we say? Medicine, like the | 


Royal Society, demands a new constitution. 
No “ reforming” of the old statutes can 
give the least satisfaction or security ; they 
are all intrinsically, radically, bad—alike 
disgraceful in spirit and in letter, The 
medical body, it may be truly said, at this 
moment presents a correct epitume of what 
is passing in the political world. It is, in 
fact, an “imperium in imperio.” There 
is the tyrannical ruling oligarchy, the sy- 
cophantic, craving, expectant, conceited, 
aristocracy, and the persevering and meri- 
torious labouring classes, who enjoy no 
privilege from their nominal superiors, 
save that of relentless persecution. A com- 
plete uprooting, then, of the medico-legal 
statutes, is what is demanded by every 
sensible man; but before entering into a 
detail of the description of substitute that 
will be required, it is only prudent that we 
should thoroughly comprehend our present 
position. Evils are never so successfully 
opposed as when their extent and bearings 
are well understood. There is no safety 
when fighting against enemies who are con- 
cealed in ambush. Proceed we, then, to 
exhibit en deshabille, the unsightly corpo- 
ration, which has so long been permitted 
by the ‘* Vice Society,” to disfigure the 
Hall of the Company of Retail Drug- 
dealers. 

The Apothecaries boast a higher origin 
than the Company of Surgeons, having 
originally been associated with the grocers, 
from whom, in fact, they sprapg. The an- 








cient apothecaries traded indiscriminately 
in all those articles which ere sold by the 
distinct trades of grocers and chemists of 
the present day, In those times the travel- 
ling quack carried on a most flourishing 
business, and was the only exclusive dealer 
in medicines. The cures performed by this 
description of persons have been much 
spoken of by ancient writers, but of their 
professional murders nothing whatever has 
been stated, neither are there any accounts 
of the patients having been “‘ rubbed out” 
of existence, as by one infamous quack of 
our own times. The ancient apothecary, be- 
sides carrying on the business of a grocer, 
acted upon all occasions as the willing tool 
or servant of the physician, whom he re- 
garded as the great possessor of all learning 
and knowledge, The knock of the gold- 
headed cane was magical to the ear of the 
apothecary, and the shake of the Doctor's 
wig would half-frighten him out of exist- 
ence. The friendly intercourse which ex- 
isted between the doctor and the apothe- 
cary is thus spoken of by Cuavcer in his 
character of the “ Physician :”— 
“ Fal redy hadde he his apothecaries, 
To send him drugges, and his lettuaries, 


For eche of hem made other for to winne ; 
Hir friendship n’as not newe to beginne.” 


Whatever, therefore, may be said, in the 
way of reproach, of the percentage system, 
now supported and carried on by the doc- 
tors and dispensing chemists, the custom 
may certainly boast of antiquity for both 
its authority and justification, From pre- 
paring the prescriptions of physicians, and 
from their long experience of the action of 
various medicines when prescribed by others, 
the apothecaries at last began to take upon 
themselves the cure of the sick, and thus 
intruded upon the province of the ‘‘ Doc- 
tors.” The trade of grocer not exactly 
agreeing with the notions of dignity enter- 
tained by these subordinate doctors, they 
sought to be divorced from the retailers of 
sugar and butter, and at last so far succeeded 
as to obtain a charter of incorporation in the 
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thirteenth year of the reign of James the 
Firat. This charter decreed that the apo- 
thecaries should constitute a distinct Com- 
pany, and be entirely free from the regu- 
lations and jurisdiction of the Company of 
Grocers; and the King, after lamenting 
that the grocer-apothecaries had sunk into 
disrepute, and were despised, decreed that 
the new Company should constitute a cor- 
poration by the name of the ‘ Master, 
Wardens, and Society of the Art and Mys- 
tery of Pharmacopolites of the City of Lon- 
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physicians appointed by him to inquire as 
to his “ knowledge, and choice, of simples, 
and as to the preparation, dispensing, appli- 
cation, mixture, and composition, of medi- 
cines.”” 

The Company was likewise empowered to 
examine the shops of all persons carrying 
on the business of apothecary in London, or 
within seven miles, whether freemen or not. 
They were also authorised to examine all 
persons whom they might find practising as 
apothecaries, and to prohibit them from 


don.” After going through the usual clauses, | practising, should they be found deficient in 
which are to be found in the charters of that a knowledge of pharmacy; and they were 
period, respecting ‘ lands,” “ liberties,” | further empowered to destroy, before the 
** common seal,” &c., the Company was | doors of the offenders, all such medicines 
authorised to make ordinances for the regu- | as they might deem adulterated, or unfit for 


lation and government of all persons prac- | use, and inflict penalties besides. 


tising as apothecaries in, and within seven} This charter secured to the College of 
miles of, the city of London, but no regula- | Physicians the whole of their privileges, 
tions, relating to medicines, or their com-|and “all sutgeons experienced and ap- 
pounds, could be made by them without | proved were to exercise their art and faculty, 


previous consultation with the president, | 


and use and enjoy their proper practice in 


the composition and application of external 
| medicines, so that they did not vend medi- 
elections was the same as is to be found in| cines, or expose them for sale, according to 


and the four censors, of the College of Phy- | 
sicians. The principle for regulating the 


all the ancient charters, namely, the sel/- | the common practice of apothecaries.” 

perpetuating. Respecting the business of; In an Act passed in the reign of WittiaM 
the apothecary, it decreed, that no persons in IIT., and which was made perpetual in the 9th 
London, except those of the Apothecaries’|Grorce I., apothecaries in actual practice 
Company, should keep any apothecary’s were ‘‘ freed from the several offices of 
shop, make, compound, administer, — 


send out, advertise, or offer for sale, any 


constable, scavenger, overseer of the poor, 


| and all other parish, ward, and leet offices, 


medicines, distilled waters, compounded 
chemical oils, decoctions, syrups, electua- 
ries, pills, powders, lozenges, plasters, or 
otherwise practise the faculty of an apo- 
thecary within seven miles of London, 
under the penalty of five pounds a month, 
leviable by distress. Further, it was or- 
dained that no person should practise as an 
apothecary unless he hed served an appren- 
ticeship of seven years with some freeman 
of the Company, and had afterwards pre- 
sented himself for approval before the 
master and wardens, assisted by the presi- 
dent of the College of Physicians, or by 





and from being put into, or serving upon, 
any juries or inquests.” Apothecaries not 
being freemen of the Company, in practice 
beyond seven miles of London, were allowed 
similar privileges, provided they had served 
an apprenticeship of seven years, 

Such were the provisions of the Charters 
of the Apothecaries’ Company down to 1815, 
when was passed the statute entitled, ‘‘ An 
Act for better regulating the Practice of 
England 
Wales ;”” but a more appropriate designa- 
tion would have been,—** An Act for ena- 


bling the Apothecaries’ Company of London 
BB2 


Apothecaries throughout and 
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to harass the minds, and extort money from 
the pockets of, the whole body of English 
Medical Students, to confuse the Judges of 
the Land, and to take from the Members of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, nine-tenths 
of their rights and privileges.” How the 
Company must have chuckled at its success 
in obtaining this Act! It has thrown thou- 
sands upon thousands into their coffers ; but 
@ more useless and worthless piece of legis- 
lation never issued from the houses of Par- 
liament. This we shall prove by contrasting 
its powers with those of the Charter from 
which we have just quoted, The Company, 
we are well aware, pretend that the act was, 
in a manner, forced upon them by the pro- 
ceedings adopted at the meetings of general 
practitioners held in the years 1812-13-14. 
These meetings certainly produced a great 
sensation amongst the profession throughout 
the whole country, but they were sadly mis- 
conducted, and, taking advantage of the slight 
knowledge possessed by the most active of 
the agitators, the College of Physicians and 
the Company of the Apothecaries, who had 
acted as bottle-holders until the combatants 
were exhausted, altogether ousted the wrang- 
lers from the field. The conquerors were 
then enabled to make their own terms, and 
the two houses of Parliament, without scru- 
ple or hesitation, applauded and confirmed 
their maneuvres for monopoly. If the 
Apothecaries’ Company had been moved by 
the slightest feeling of regard for the wel- 
fare of the profession or the community, 
such an Act as that passed in 1815 would 
have proved altogether nugatory. The 
Charter of James I. gave them ample power 
to protect the public from incompetent 
pharmacopolites ; but it did not confer upon 
them the privilege to extract, at their dis- 
cretion, money from the pockets of the 
medical students. This was the omission, 
which, in the eyes of the keen-sighted 
Company, rendered an Act of Parliament 
indispensably necessary, and bottomed as 
was that act in the most inveterate avarice, 
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it has proved, as might have been expect- 
ed, a measure of monstrous iniquity. If it 
be contended that the decision of the House 
of Lords in 1703, in the cause—* Coll. 
Phys. v. Rose,” led to a material alteration 
in the practice of apothecaries, we deny 
that that decision in any way affected the 
legal powers of the Company, as defined by 
their then-existing charter; it altered not 
their legal position, and we repeat that the 
Act of 1815‘ was only rendered necessary, be- 
cause the charter of James the First did not 
confer upon them the privilege of extract- 
ing the fee shillings for a “ license” to 
practise as an apothecary. 





A Corresponpent, who signs himself 
** Farrpcay,” has addressed to us the fol- 
lowing note :— 

*« Sir,—As you have often criticised the 
practice of our hospital surgeons with seve- 
rity, le.me ask how a case of ‘‘ Tumour in 
the neck,” treated by Mr. Lawrence, as 
detailed in the last number of your Journal, 
can be justified? And whether his last ope- 
ration for cataract does not deserve cen- 


sure? Farr Pray. 


** Dec. 7th, 1830.” 

We certainly eannot approve of the prac- 
tice of the surgeon in either of these cases ; 
neither do we approve of an operation, the 
particulars of which will be found at page 
380 of our present Number. 





We should be cruelly and criminally de- 
ficient in the discharge of our duty towards 
the afflicted portion of the public who seek 
relief in our hospitals, if we were to omit 
directing the attention of the governors of 
these institutions, to the circumstances 
under which the patients are frequently 


discharged, It often happens, that poor 
creatures who have been for weeks bed- 
ridden, and subjected to long courses of 
mercury, are sent out of the hospitals at a 
few hours’ notice, without having a friend 
to apply to for relief, or a bed whereon to 
rest their aching bones. It was only about 
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twelve days since, that four patients called 
at the private residence of the Editor, to 
complain of the sudden manner in which 
they had been dismissed from St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital ; and we have little difficulty 
in saying, that two of them were in a most 
unfit state to be discharged, and quite cer- 
t:.in are we, that no private patient who 
could have paid a fee, would have been 
turned into the street under similar circum- 
stances. One of these poor creatures was 
from Yorkshire, and bad not a single friend 
or relative in London ; yet he was so much 
disabled, that it was only with the greatest 
difficulty he could walk. On the Sunday he 
had been directed by the house-surgeon, 
Mr. , to keep in bed; on the Mon- 
day he was deemed by the visiting surgeon 
a fit subject for the streets, 
And these are our charitable hospitals ! 





“* nex wv. LONG.” 


(Note from Mr. Hewson the Solicitor.) 
** 9, Bouverie-st., Fleet-s«., 
Dec. 7, 1830. 


*« Sin, —Understanding that you wish me 
to send you the particulars of the costs in- 
curred in this prosecution, and the monies 
allowed by the county, I beg to forward you | 
the following memorandum :— 





s. 
1 


** Entire amount of costsin the £ 
prosecution of Lone .,.... 132 
** By cash allowed by the County 
of Middlesex for the witness- 
es, and received of the trea- 
surer on the 8th of November 


d, 
3 


* 


*« Leaving the amount of costs 
incurred by you as the prose- 
CULOE we eeeeeees crcsesseee 89 9 QO 
“ Of which 891. 9s. 9d., fifty-five pounds 

were received by me before the petition 

was presented to the treasury, leaving a 

balance still due from you of 34/. 9s. 9d., in 

addition to which will be the costs of the 
petition to the Lords Commissioners of the 

Treasury, which will amount to 5/. or 6l, 


more, 
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‘* T have not as yet been enabled to pro- 
cure an answer from the Solicitors of the 
Treasury, to whom the petition is submitted, 
nor shall I for some months to come, be- 
cause the petition is referred from the Soli- 
citors to the Attorney and Solicitor Gene- 
ral, who will report thereon to the Lords of 
the Treasury. 

** T remain, Sir, yours truly, 
“'W. S. Henson, 
“ T, Wakley, Esq. Bedford Square.” 


The Lords of the Treasury now in office, 
are not the gentlemen to whom Lono’s 
fine of 2501. was paid; if they were, we 
should be inelined to say a few severe words 
to them upon delaying for some months the 
consideration of such a petition as the one 
we presented. The difficulty, inconveni- 
ence, and expense, incurred in prosecuting 
criminals in this country, have long effec- 
tually obstructed the full administration of 
justice. From what we kaow of Earl 
Grey, the first Lord of the Treasury, and 
Sir Tuomas Denman and Sir Wittiam 
Horne, the Attorney and Solicitor-General, 
we are inclined to believe that Mr. Henson 
will receive an earlier reply to his applica- 
tion than the hitherto tardy proceedings of 
the Treasury have led him to anticipate. 





Arronney-Coroners are so extremely 
anxious for medical men, the only compe- 
tent persons to preside over inquests, that 
they are availing themselves of every op- 
portunity to show that their ignorance of 
law is equal to their ignorance of medicine. 

The attorney-coroner of the City held an 
inquest on the body of the boy who was 
operated upon by Mr. Eare (whose case 
is recorded at page 380), and the coroner 
and jury, we should think, were not a little 
surprised when they heard, that a “ mallet’’ 
had been extracted from the child’s ear, Of 
what use are such inquests ? 
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WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
November 13, 1850.* 


Mr. Cuwnocx in the Chair. 


GONORRHG@A, AND THE IDENTITY OF ONE 
FORM OF THAT DISEASE WITH SYPHILIS. 


Mr. Bacor, I rise to acquit myself of 
the promise made to the Society last Satur- 
day, to bring under consideration the subject 
of gonorrhea, and the question of its iden- 
tity with syphilis, It is not my intention 
to occupy the time of the Society with a 
detail of the symptoms and method of treat- 
ing gonorrhea; it is a disease so univer- 
sally known, that to dilate upon so trite a 
topic would be more than useless, though | 
believe there are few practical men who will 
Rot readily admit that gonorrhoea, however 
common it may be, ovcasioually presents 
difficulties in the cure, and anomalies in 
the progress of the symptoms, sufficiently 
vexatious to the most experienced; how- 
ever, putting this view of the subject aside, 
at least for the present, | will proceed at 
Once to draw your attention to the identity 
of one form of this disease with syphilis. In 
doing so I must not only eutreat your at- 
tention, but your favourable consideration, 
for I feel that I am struggling against the 
general opinion of most modern practitioners, 
and that [ am especially opposed to some 
of the most distinguished men of the pre- 
sent day. If this! were a mere hypotheti- 
cal question, it would be undeserving of 
our consideration, but as it involves, in the 
course of the discussion, circumstances that 
occasionally throw a shade of suspicion 
upon female chastity, and destroy the peace 
of the domesuc circle, besides that it leads 
to some practical conclusions, it has strong 
claims upon our attention. The term gonor- 
rheva, in its usual acceptation, implies, as 
we all know, a purulent discharge from the 
organs of generation, attended with pain and 
scalding in passing the urine; to these 
symptoms | restrict the definition of the 
disease, because the superadded symptoms, 
which are almost endless, are not essential 
to the disease, neither do | include in my 
definition the usual term “ the produce of 
impure connexion,’ because that is not an 
essential circumstance to the production of 
discharge from the sexual organs, and the 
impure origin of which can only be made out 
by the confession of the patient, or from 
ether evidence than the mere symptoms ; 
thas in the female it is impossible always to 
distinguish between a venereal discharge 





* Want of space prevented the insertion of this | 


Report in its proper place. 


GONORRHGA, 


and mere leucorrhaa; in many female in- 
fants also, the symptoms above mentioned, 
discharge from, tall inflammation of, the 
genitals, with pain in making water, not 
unfrequently accompany certain forms of 
struma; in the male the presence of stric- 
ture will often uce the toms of 
gonorrhoea, passing a bougie will do the 
same, and no doubt a man may produce a 
discharge from the arethra, arising from in- 
fammation of the mucous membrane of the 
urethra and simalating gonorrhea, when- 
ever he chooses to apply any irritating sub- 
stance within that e. None of these 
facts can, I apprehend, be doubted; and if 
not, then we have abundant sources of what 
may he, and bas been, repeatedly called 
gonorrhea, without having recourse to 
sexual intercourse ; for if we have all the 
above-named symptoms, in conjunction with 
redness and tumefaction of the orifice of the 
urethra in the male, and turgescence and 
redness of the mucous liniog of the labia and 
vagina in the female, | apprehend no man 
will rely upon the mere appearance of the 
discharge, to settle the poit as to whether 
the complaint is the produce of connexion 
or not, much less whether it be the resalt 
of impure connexion, Now it is well 
known that what we call gonorrhea has 
been recognised from very early times; it is 
described by all the older writers ; and how 
should it be otherwise? So long as mucous 
liningsare liable to inflammation, so long, un- 
der various circumstauces of disease, either 
constitational or local, must gonorrhea have 
existed. I need not quote authorities to 
prove so notorious a fact, they are to be 
found in every book, and the regulations of 
the Bishop of Winchester'’s stews in par- 
ticular will not only show the frequency of 
the complaint, but what of course does not 
admit of doubt, the facility with which the 
discharge, however arising, can be commu- 
nicated by intercourse between the sexes: 
this then puts us in possession of the fact, 
that not only did purulent discharges from 
the organs of generation prevail long before 
the disease called syphilis was known, bat 
that it so existed both as a constitutional 
disease, as well as a consequence of pro- 
miscuous intercourse between the sexes, 
But now comes the question, ls gonorrhea a 
form of syphilis? or, in plainer language, 
Does the poison of syphilis ever attack the 
mucous lining of the organs of generation, 
producing the symptoms of gonorrhea with- 
outa breach of surface, and known by its 
causing the usual secondary symptoms of 
the lues venerea? I assume that it occa- 
sionally does, and shall proceed to state 
shortly the grounds upon which I have 
formed this opinion ; but I have some diffi- 
culty in doing this, because the subject is 
je extensive, and the authorities so nume- 
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ly do more than|sertion of Swediaur, that he has met with 
glance at the labour that has been bestowed secondary symptoms arising from what be 
upon the inquiry, in which so much inge- ' calls blenoorrhagia only ; cases are also re- 
nuity has been displayed, and so many mis- |lated by Vegarou and Lagneau, tending to 
takes committed. lt ig well known that/the same point; the former records a fact of 
the identity of the two diseases has been |six Frenchmen having had connexion with 
warmly espoused by Hunter, Foote, Swe- | the same woman, one after another; three 
diaur, Sawrey, eau, Carmichael, and|of these men contracted chancres, two 
several others, and that it bas been espe-/govorrhea, and one escaped with a bubo 
cially opposed by B. Bell, and otherequally lonly. A ease of the same kind is related 
respectable authorities, as well as by the tacit|by Mr. Hennen, but it would be uncandid 
consent, if 1 may so say, of the bulk of the | not to state that all these relations are im- 
profession. As usual, both parties appeal to | perfect, inasmuch as the exact condition of 
practical facts and direct experiments, to’ the female is not given with the necessary 
prove their respective positions. Now I | clearness tomake the case conclusive. There 
will at once declare that, in my mind, none | is also an indirect testimony iv Mr. Evans’s 
of the recorded experiments are at all satis- | pamphlet favourable to this view of the sub- 
factory ; those of Hunter fail, fromthe mode | ject. That gentleman tells us that at an in- 
in which they were conducted ; the appear- | spection of the public women which he at- 
ances produced by inoculation were inter-| tended at Valenciennes, out of ove hundred 
fered with by art, and the belief that the | only two were affected with ulcerations, and 
cure of a disease by mercury proved its na- at Little nearly the same proportions exist- 
ture to be syphilitic, renders all his labours|ed, and yet the men continued to present 
nugatory ; but then the same must be said | the same proportion of ulcers on the genitals 
of the trials made by B, Bell, because they | as usual, I proceed in the next place to ob- 
only go to prove that, in a very limited! serve that shortly after the introduction of 
number of instances, the insertion of gonor- | syphilis among the uations of the Continent, 





rheal matter into the skin of the penis, or 
vice versd, was unattended by the expected 
me of the mutual conversion of the two 

iseases ; but when the numerous instances 
of discharge from the urethra are cousider- 
ed, it would not change my opinion in any 
degree to find a thousand instances of fail- 
ure in the production of a syphilitic sore 
by the insertion of gonorrhwal matter ; 
whilst on the other hand, if one successful 
experiment can be quoted of this kind, the 
matter is settled; and this is asserted to 
have been said to have been done by Dr. 
Harrison. Toconstitute a fair set of experi- 
ments on this subject, it would be necessary 
to recollect that the inoculation of the mat- 
ter, froma syphilitic sore, requires some dis- 
crimination, tor all sores on the genitals are 
not syphilitic, and that its insertion into the 
urethra is not necessarily attended by a simi- 
lar ulceration, all that can be reasonably ex- 
pected is, that an infammation of the mu- 
cous membrane, and in consequence a dis- 
charge of pus, should take place, the specific 
nature of which can only be proved by its 
after q Secondly, it is neces- 
sary, in performing such experiments, that 
every curative means whatever should be 
avoided, and that the processes should be 
left entirely to nature, Thirdly, that the 
inoculation should be performed from one 
individual to another, and not on the same 
person; and fourthly, the experimentum 
crucis should be demanded, namely, to pro- 
duce a syphilitic sore from the inoculation 
of gonorrheeal matter. So much for the ex- 
perimental part of the inquiry. With regard 
to other evidence, we have the positive as- 








surgeons almost universally tuok up the doc- 
trine of the identity of the two diseases, aud 
all our own practical writers notonly assumed 
the matter without hesitation, but proceeded 
to the cure upon this presumption, and some 
of them go so far as to say that gonorrhea is 
always @ proof of first infection. One of 
the ablest of these writers (Mr. Wiseman) 
affirms thet he has met with various indivi- 
duals infected by the same woman having 
chancres, some of whom contracted gonor- 
theea, and others sores only, and it is by no 
means uousual to observe the same thing now, 
but there is nothing conclusive ia this, because 
it isnot always, nor perhaps often, possible to 
affirm that a female with gonorrhea has not 
deeply seated in the vagina an ulcer also; 
neither do | wish todraw any decisive infer- 
ence from the belief expressed by the writers 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
in favour of the identity of the two diseases, 
because it is quite clear that in the vast ma- 
jority of instances, gonorrhea, though a 
venereal complaint, that is to say a com- 
plaint produced by means of sexual inter- 
course, is not syphilitic, that is, does not 
lead to secondary affection. But I cau con- 
ceive that the surgeons of those days, though 
aware that gonorrheea had existed long be- 
fore the invasion of ogphtia, still were in- 
duced to consider it to be part and parcel of 
that disease, in consequence of their observ- 
ing that dary symp did really flow 
from it, and thus from too great a fondness 
for generalizing facts, they took it for grant- 
ed that all discharges from the urethra had a 
syphilitic origin ; and in my opinion there 
are facts enough to warrant any belief that 
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there exists a syphilitic species of gonor- | seized with a smart attack of fever, preceded 


thea, from which may proceed pains, ulcers 
in the throat, eruptions on the skin, and 
other symptoms recognised as the true con- 

uences of syphilis. Of such consequences 


by pains in the limbs, and ia -eight 
Soke onbauased obtbonsameneraeates 
fuse and distinct crops of copper-coloured 
spots I ever witnessed ; she was then really, 


I shall relate three examples, and thea con- in plain language, ashamed to show her 
clude, by a summary of my views stripped | face, and I saw no more of her. I have 


of all unnecessary verbiage, after making a 


stated but three cases, and those sbort- 


few remarks upon the practical inference ly, in order to spare the valuable time of the 


derivable from these views. 
years ago I was called to attend a young 
gentleman Jabouring under gonorrhea, the 
symptoms of which were very severe ; this 
young man was of very irritable habit, and 
had contracted the disease in the usual way ; 
there is nothing peculiarly deserving of at- 
tention in this case excepting the great 
severity of the inflammatory stage of the 
disease, which was attended by such an 
enormous swelling of the prepuce, that the 
relations of the gentleman became alarmed, 
and as he was highly connected, it was thought 
right to join the late Mr. Pearson in consul- 
tation. It is needless to repeat the mode of 
treatment adopted, and | only mention Mr. 
Pearson’s name in order to record the ex- 
pression that he made use of to me when he 
quitted the patient, whom he saw only once, 
He said, “ If I were in your place, when the 
disease is nearly subdued 1 would exbibit 
mercury, for | have seen many evil conse- 

uences follow such cases of gonorrhea.” I 

id not, however, follow this advice, and 


my patient, after remaining quite well for 
two months, became affected with ulcerations 
of the tonsils and palate, and finally recover- 
ed with some degree of deformity, exfoliation 
of part of the palatal bones having taken 
place. Now, I can confidently assert that this 
gentleman had gonorrhea only ; | inspected 


him and ly, and I can truly 
assert, that not a particle of cuticle was de- 
stroyed or abraded on any part of the geni- 
tal 8. My second example is that of a 
medical pupil, who, about two months after 
the cure of a severe gonorrhea, applied to 
me on account of superficial ulcerations of 
the tonsils, pains in the limbs, and a pro- 
fuse eruption of lichen simplex over the 
whole body. His remark upon coming to 
me was, “ Sir, | always denied the possi- 
bility of secondary symptoms arising from 
gonorrhea, but now I am unfortunately con- 
vinced of its truth.” ‘I'he alterative admi- 
vistration of mercury was recommended, 
and the patient speedily got well. The 
third case which I shall trouble you with is 
that of a female, a patient at the St. George’s 
and St. James's Dispensary, who laboured 
for many weeks under a profuse purulent 
discharge from the vagina, with great tur- 
gescence and redness of the whole external 
organs, and ardor urine, hut who neverthe- 
l-ss wished to pass off this disease as mere 
leucorrhea. W hilst under treatment, she was 
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Society ; but I trust that enough has been 
said to afford matter for reflection, and, at 
least, to excite the attention of those who 
hesr me. Perhaps it may be asked, What 
is the advantage of this discussion, and to 
what course of practice does itlead? My 
answer to this is,—that the advantages of 
this discussion are two-fold ;—in the first 
place, ifit be true that numerous discharges 
from the genital organs of either sex may 
arise without sexual connexion, important 
practical conclusions may be the conse- 
quence, saving, perhaps, many females 
especially, from misery and disgrace ; it 
may teach us, in our medical capacity, 
some degree of caution in pronouncing upon 
the venereal nature of such discharge, and 
thereby save us also from much difficulty, 
and sometimes from censure. It is not 
above three months ago that I witnessed a 
severe discharge, with intense ardor urine, 
and considerable local irritation of the ex- 
ternal organs, in a young female between 
thirteen and fourteen years of age, who had 
never yet menstruated, but in whom the 
signs of puberty were beginning to develop 
themselves, and yet certainly, both from 
inspection of the parts and other circum- 
stances, it was impossible that sexual inter- 
course could have taken place. Now had 
this female been but a few months older, or 
so situated as to have been exposed to sus- 
picion, the medical man’s opinion might 
have been decisive as to the future pros- 
pects of this poor girl. Now with regard 
to discharges avowedly the result of impure 
connexion, and where it may be suspected 
that after-consequences may ensue, I do 
not propose materially to vary the treatment, 
because I am induced to believe that one 
species of that disease is syphilitic; but I 
do think it is of importance to remember, 
that symptoms may arise, demanding our 
serious attention, and to the nature of 
which we must not wilfully shut our eyes; 
that in very severe cases of gonorrhea, it 
may be advisable to let our patient know 
the risks that impend over him, and occa- 
sionally, perhaps, to terminate the cure by 
an alterative dose of mercury, a medicine 
which 1 consider absolutely mischievous 
and improper to be given during the ear- 
lier stages of the disease. I have purposely 
omitted any mention of those symptoms 
which immediately and avowedly flow from 
gonorrhwa, and gonorrhea only, such as 
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various species of ophthalmia, rheumatic 
pains, especially those of the feet, all of 
le of the di . but ain over 
uel@ 0O} wsease, but which, never- . 
tnsleas, have nothing to do with the ques- To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
tion at issue ; and I will now conclude byre-| Si1n,—I have read with much interest in 
ferring to a few sentences in a work which | the last number of your valuable Lancer, 
I lately published, whereia this question is|the details of two cases of ‘ spontaneous 
treated of at some length. It cannot have evolution,” by Mr. Cooper, of Brentford ; and 
escaped your penetration, Sir, that the time | certainly, as far as the subject of evolution 
devoted to our discussions has compelled | is concerned, they are interestingly illustra- 
me to waive many arguments, and to pass|tive of that mysterious power, whereby 
unnoticed many interesting points connect- | nature produces so admirable an adaptation 
ed with this inquiry; but I hope enough|of means to the end. An observation of 
has been said to excite the interest, and to| nature and her mode of action has been, 
call forth the opinions, of many gentlemen | since the earliest ages of medicine, the di- 
around me, fully competent to put me right | recting principle in the building-up of theo- 
if I am in error, since truth alone is, and | ries, and the application of remedial agents ; 
ever ought to be, the object of our search. | but there are few instances, indeed none, 
Dr. Sicmonp disputed the correctness of | where her power is so strikingly displayed, 
Mr. Bacot's chronology of the disease. He as in the subject before us. So far Mr. 
could never perceive the slightest similarity | Cooper deserves the thanks of the profes- 
between the two diseases, but considered | sion, but I regret that we cannot bestow our 
them perfectly distinct; the only circum- | meed of praise on his line of practice in his 
stance he could allow at all favourable to first case. He says, ‘‘ Introductory pains 
the doctrine of identity, was the necessity | commenced on Saturday ; the pains conti- 
of administering small doses of calomel after|nued at intervals until Tuesday evening, 
gouorrbeea. when I was sent for. On examination, [ 
The PrestpEent complimented the author | found that the membranes were not broken, 
of the paper on the clear and comprehensive |On Wednesday 1 was again sent for, and 
manner in which he had treated the subject ;/now I discovered the arm presenting, and 
he expressed his concurrence in his doc- | so firmly wedged in, that the child could not 
trines, and stated his surprise, that in the | be turned.” 
list of authorities corroborating his views, Now, Sir, Mr. Cooper on his first exami- 
the late work by Mr. Travers had not been | nation tells us, that the membranes were not 
referred to; to this he called the attention | broken. What condition the os uteri was 
of the Society. |in, or what was the presenting part, he does 
Mr. Bacor said, he had not been able to | not say; but if he could find that the 
comprehend Mr. Travers’ work, otherwise |‘‘ membranes were not broken,” he cer- 
he should have adverted to it. tainly could ascertain the condition of the 
Mr. Evans related a very clear and interest- | os uteri and the presenting part; now Mr. 
ing case that had fallen under his own ob- | Cooper did or did not ascertain the ee 
servation, bearing particularly on the ques- | tionon Tuesday; if he did, l consider that a 
tion, where gonorrhea was followed by | degree of culpability is to be attached to 
secondary symptoms to a violent degree, | him in consigning to her fate a poor creature, 
and required the exhibition of mercury, | when he could, before the evacuation of the 
sarsaparilla, &c., for its cure. He had, pre- | waters and the impaction of the child in the 
viously to this case, been decidedly opposed | pelvis, turn with ease to himself and safety 
to Mr. Bacot’s doctrines. A similar case | to the mother, and if he did not, he cannot 
was related by a gentleman whose name we | claim the tact of a tyro, much less that of 
could not learn. a practitioner of 14 years’ standing. I shall 
Dr. Grawvitre, during his travels on the | not insult the understanding of your readers 


SPONTANEOUS EVOLUTION. 


Continent, had had many opportunities of 
investigating the subject ; his attention was 
particularly called to it in some parts of the 
Peninsula; he expressed himself favour- 
able to Mr. Bacot’s views. 

Dr. Barry opposed the notion of the 
identity of the two diseases, Dr, Copland 
followed him by supporting the identity. 
The discussion was very animated, and the 
majority of the members were inclined to 
support Mr, Bacot’s opinions, 





by quoting proof of the propriety, nay, ne- 
cessity of this proceeding, it being insisted 
on in the lectures and works on midwifery. 
Well then, on Wednesday Mr. Cooper finds 
himself in a dilemma, he cannot turn in 
consequence of the opposing power of the 
uterus ; having no data to proceed upon, and 
finding himself in the by-paths of uncer- 
tainty, he betakes himself to ‘‘ physiologi- 
cal reflection,” and the effect of his physi- 
ological ratiocination is to subdue the strong 
action of the uterus. Surely the profession 
will hail with gratitude so happy an idea, 
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Mr. Cooper then proceeds to overcome this | Who would not have come forward and most 
obstacle, bat lo and bebold, after he nis | readily have joined ts a petition to the legis- 
accomplished bis end, i.e. the relaxation of |lature. One word to the secretaries of the 
the uterus, he throws himself into the arms | Obstetric Society. As in the “full pleni- 
of Morpheus, and desires to be called when| ude” of their candour they published the 
uterine action comes on again, the very | proceedings of the Society, why did the 
thing on which he had wasted so many | 0t also publish the correspondence whic! 
physiological ideas ; however, he left a good | took place between the Colleges of Physi- 
midwife (nature), and by a most fortunate cians and Surgeons and themselves, th 
occurrence, evolution took place, and saved the ex-Secretary of State for the Home De- 
the patient's life and the doctor's reputation. | partment? From undoubted authority I 
I need not ask, Would any man be mad am informed that the epistles from the learn- 
enough, in cases of that kind, to trust to /ed and most liberal bodies, would make the 
spontaneous evolution ? hair on the head of an intelligent person 
Allow me to apologise for this commani- | 8tand on end. 
cation, and to assure Mr. Cooper that I have 
not been actuated by any personal feelings, | 4SSOCIATION OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS 
and do really tender him my thanks for lay- AT NEWCASTLE, “ 
ing the cases before the profession, Tue members of the medical profession at 
I am, Sir, yours, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, at a meeting held a 
Onxsrernicus. |8hort time since at the Assembly 
London, Nov. 29, 1830. Mr. Baird in the chair, have unanimously 
agreed to a series of resolutions expressive 
of their opinions on the dissatisfactory and 
degrading custom of charging for medicines 
_ | as a mode of remuneration the exercise 
Dr. H.C, Fievo, of Baggot Street, Dublin, | of professional skill, and that the nature and 
Writes to us as follows:—*‘ As [ think the | extent of services actually rendered, are the 
opinion of so numerous a body as the medical | only just and rational basis for obtaining 
practitioners, ou this side of the Chaonel,| compensation. In accordance with these 
should give some additional preponderance | views a table of fees and charges “ specify- 
toa cause ia which they are, with English |ing the several services which practitioner 
practitioners, equally interested, I have for|may be called on to render, with a reason- 
some time anxiously hoped (but in vain) jable but adequate sum affixed to each, 
that some one, on the part of the former, | adapted to several ranks and circumstances 
more capable, would express his great} of the community,” was adopted, each prac- 
sense vnc pare for your exertions, and of | titioner affixing his name to it as a pledge of 
the justice of a general demand for a pro-} his using it in all practicable cases. 
tecting law against all kinds of medicalem-| A resolution was also entered into, that 
oy my Permit me to say that we have! those practitioners who acceded to these 
elt here most indignantly on the subject of} regulations should form themselves into a 
the empiric Long. ‘Ihe ebullition of angry | Society, to be called “ The Neweastle and 
feeling is now subsiding into contempt for| Gateshead Association of General Practi- 
him, with astonishment and disapprobation, | tioners in Medicine and Surgery,” which 
however, at the encouragement given to| Society is to hold meetings once or twice a 
quackery by the trifling punishment inflict-| year for the consideration of subjects con- 
ed.” The doctor continues his strictures | nected with their joint interests and well- 
at some length, and calls upon the press to| being, and for the promotion of social and 
lessen public credulity,—unhappily a de- | friendly feelings gst the bers. 
mand much more easily made than accom-| We are sorry that the secretary, Mr. T. 
= and concludes by imploring the|M. Greenhow, did not forward to us the 
egislature to take immediate steps to guard | table of charges, as it might be acceptable 
the community against the plundering and | gs a guide in other cases. Mr, Greenhow 
murderous proceedings of quacks, observes in @ note accompanying the resolu- 
tions,—‘' In consequence of the address of 
OBSTETRIC SOCIETY. the Metropolitag Society, a correspondence 
A correspondent (4rgus), in making | has been commenced with that body, but it 
some observations on the proceedings of | does not appear that they expect to be able 
the ‘‘ Obstetric Society,” observes that “‘its|soon to accomplish any-thing connected 
exertions might have been rendered far more | with a better principle of remuneration, 
efficient if it had been thrown open to the| though it is part of their ultimate object, 
fession, i d of being confined to a) At any rate it is obvious that a general 
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few who may be said to have a direct inte-| movement in the profession would hasten 
rest in the question, There is not a man and facilitate incalculably, such an inteution 
practising midwifery in the united kingdom | on their part.” 

i 
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CURE OF ENLARGED SPLEEN BY IODINE AND entry money, go to the library, and the 
THE HYDRIODATE OF POTASH. | remaining third to form an ordinary fund for 

Da. W. M. West, of Newbury, has for. Jefraying the necessary expenses of ma- 
warded 00 40 the particulars ot & ange of agement, and for granting relief to decayed 
great enlargement and induration of the | members or their families. In connexion, 
spleen, with alarming symptoms. The dis-|* widow's fund has been est ablished, by 
qumnieed atleted lee Ginn on ton years, and which a regular member may insure to his 
it was successfully treated in the following “#1Ow (by annual payments) any annual 
menner 3<> _Sum, from 10/. to 501. according to approved 
1 began with small doses of iodine, one ‘les adopted by the faculty, and which 
grain every four hours, which I continued | have stood the test of experience else where 
for nearly a month wlebent roducing the in similar associations. The faculty, ia 
slightest effect ; T thea ndded helf a graio their hall, vaccinate gratuitously, and dis- 
more, to be repeated every five hours, and tribute lymph to all applicants weekly. 


: There is also a medical literary society, 
to rub the hydriodate of potash on the pe without additional expense, the entering 


soot aight ond messing. In 0 festnight which is optional with the members. The 


library has rapidly increased, and now con- 


I saw her again, and perceived a consider- 
able change for the better. I then increased"? ; dard 
the iodine to two grains every six hours, ‘*™S the greater proportion of the standar 

prolonging the intervening periods, to pre- medical works, with other publications, in- 
vent its exciting pain or aaiaieesn of dhe clusive of all the approved periodicals. This 
stomach ; after taking this for a week, she association has now placed the means within 
complained of slight pains like the colic the reach of all our professional brethren, of 
with pains of the head, as described by keeping pace with the march of improve- 
Professor Brera and many others. During | "ti the healing art. a . 

the omission of the iodine, I ordered the| , *S “ere are many yetng pEAeeeE oe 
hydriodate to be persevered in. Ie aweek, the vicinity of Glasgow who may have heard 
all those feelings that had appeared to be of this association only through some pre- 
aggravated by the former treatment, were judiced medium, and who are therefore 
subdued ; I then ordered a quarter of a '890Funt of its real objects, I have been in- 
grain of ‘opium to be added to each dose of Structed by the Faculty of Medicine to 
the iodine, and this was persevered ia until 2smit to the editor of Tue Lancer the 
& perfect cure was effected, which took above sketch, in the hope that with his 


place, as nearly as I can recollect, in about usual urbauity and zeal for the interests of 
these menthe ” . the general practitioner, a corner may be 


| Spared in an early number for its insertion. 
| Wa. E.C. Crank, Sec. 
ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAI. PRACTITIONERS | Faculty of Medicine Hall, 
OS-G8sSaOe, | St. Andrew’s St., St. Andrew's Sq., Glasgow, 
Tue want of a medical institution acces- Nov, 18th, 1830. 
sible to every respectable member of the | 
profession, had been long felt in this city.| 
Although there is a very extensive and va-| 
laable library already in existence in Glas- 
gow, it belongs exclusively to the members) A Conresponpenr (Y. Z.), who dates his 
of the Facalty of Physicians and Surgeons, letter from Dublin, complaius of the mode 
who form but a small proportion of the in which the lectures on surgery are de- 
practitioners of Glasgow and its neighbour- livered at the Dublin College by Mr. Wil- 
hood, and whose demands from new entrants mot. ‘ Four of these lectures (he observes) 
in the shape of entry money are so exorbi- are delivered weekly; two of them by Mr. 
tant, as to prevent many who would other-/ Colles, and two by Mr. Wilmot. This latter 
wise have joined them from entering their! gentlemaa delivers his lectures in such a 
body. For the purpose of establishing an low voice, that they are absolutely inaudi- 
institution on liberal principles, and calcu. ble to nearly one half of the class. ‘Thus 
lated to be generally useful, a considerable those of the pupils who cannot get to the 
number of medical practitioners and medi- front seats, are completely debarred from 
cal officers of the army and navy resolved, obtaining the knowledge for which they 
in the year 1824, after various meetings, to have paid. Besides, when Mr. Wilmot 
form themselves into a medical, literary, and speaks, his manner is confused, and he evi- 
benevolent society, uuder the desiguation of dently labours under great paucity of words ; 
** The Glasgow Faculty of Medicine,” de- | defects than which | know none more dis- 
claring all regularly-li d physicians and agreeable, and few more prejudicial to the 
surgeons eligible for becoming members. interests of students. A copia verborum is 
Two-thirds of the annual subscriptions, essential to the successful communication of 
which are only 25s,, with one guinea of kuowledge to others, and where wanting, no 
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extent of acquirements will make 


u 
deficiency. I have only to hope thes some 


improvement will speedily be effected in) ren eer ekaicy. "The hneen, erhich 
emaciution . , 


these lectures; for I certainly know that 

the gentlemen whose first season is the pre- 
sent, have been sadly disappointed. 
CURE OF HYDROCEPHALUS. 

Ma. R. S. Ricnannson of Helborn, states 


tate idedly good eff 1 
most decided! effects on a patient 
ar 


which the croton oil was used with the 


who was to the lowest state of 
had arisen without any obvious cause, had 
been p ive for many months. The 
patient was a child about ten years of age ; 
exhaustion and loss of appetite were the 
only prominent symptoms, but these were 


that “* a case of hydrocephalus in an ad-|so extreme, that the powers of speech and 
vanced stage” was treated successfully by | motion could hardly be exerted. Change 
him in the following mauner :—The patient, | of air, various aperient medicines, calomel, 
a boy wtat. three years, had been attacked |leeches to the head, tonics, &c., were re- 
eight days previously to his being called in,/ sorted to, not only without good effect, but 
at which time he was in a state of insensi-| with decided aggravation of the symptoms, 
bility, and apparently dying. Mr. Richard-|** Under these circumstances,” Mr. Scott 
son says, “ T found the little patient insen-| says, ‘‘ I proposed the administration of the 
sible, sawing the air and picking at the croton oil, which, after again trying some 
bed-clothes with one band, whilst the oppo-| other purgatives without effect, was given 
site side appeared motionless and paralytic. | in the manner following :—Two drops were 
‘The respiration was difficult, and there were | divided into three pills, and one directed 
repeated attacks of convulsions, Ihe eye- every hour. ‘The first and third were re- 
lids half concealed the pupils, which were | tained on the stomach, but the second was 
dilated; bowels inactive ; alvine dejections rejected. Three copious fetid motions were 
dark-coloured and fetid; pulse quick and the consequence; and on seeing her the 
weak; head of a hydrocephalic form. As following day, I could not help thinking 
the bowels er bs | to have been neglected she looked better, though I feared to ex- 
(the evacuations being scanty, dark-colour- | press a hope, so completely were the minds 
ed, and offensive), I prescribed a brisk pur-|of her parents made up as to the event, 
gative, consisting of five grains of the pow. | The stomach was more tranquillized, and in 
der of scammony and calomel, and two a day or two she was able to retain pills of 
grains of jalap, immediately. This I di- | the ext. colocyn. c., which happily kept up 
rected to be followed up every four hours| the ection of the bowels, the evacuations 
with a mixture of infusion of senna and tar- | became more natural, and in a few days she 








trate of potash. I also directed the warm- | 
bath to be employed, four leeches to be ap- 
plied to the temples, and sinapisms to the 
feet. Drastic purgatives were exhibited | 
daily, the warm-bath was employed every | 
evening, and the feet were kept in a con- 
stant state of vesication by means of sina- 
pisms. By perseverance the bowels were 
completely cleared, and a state of hyperca- 
tharsis (as some would term it) was pro- 
duced, The little patient gradually recover- 
ed the use of his faculties, but appeared 
restless, peevish, and irritable, 1 now sus- 
pended the use of purgatives, and ventured 
toexhibit one minim of tincture of henbane 
four times a-day, which tranquillized the 
child, and appeared to accelerate the cure. 
The tincture of henbane was succeeded by 
the administration of infusion of senna and 
tartrate of potash, so as to relieve the bowels 
twice or thrice daily, aud I am now happy 
to say that the child has perfectly recover- 
ed. This case serves to show that we 
never ought to despair, even under circum- 
stances apparently the most hopeless and 
uppromisiug.” 


EFFICACIOUS ADMINISTRATION OF 
CROTON OIL. 
Mr. A, Scort, of Sydenham, has commu- 
nicatel to us the particulars of a case in 





took a little nourishment. Her recovery 
has been rapid and progressive.” 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


EXTRAORDINARY OPERATION——-DEATH, 


Tuomas Brapy, etat. 7, was admitted 
into Keaton’s Ward on Monday, the ged 
of November, under the care of Mr. Vin- 
cent. 

On Friday, the 19th, whilst at play with 
some other children, he put the round head of 
a nail into his left ear. He was unable to 
get it out again, and his father took him to 
a surgeon for the purpose of having it ex- 
tracted. The gentleman te whom he was 
taken, told the father that he could dis. 
tinctly see the head of the nail, and that if 
the boy would allow him, he could easily 
extractit. The boy objected strongly to this 
measure, and it was necessary to have him 
held by four men, but their efforts were not 
sufficient to retain his head at rest, and con- 
og no attempt at extraction was 
made, When he was brought here he ob- 
jected so strongly to the examination of his 
ear, that it was necessary to have him held 
by several assistants, This being done, 








EXTRAORDINARY OPERATION, 


Mr. Vincent proceeded to introduce a probe, 
which, when it had been passed about an 
inch, could be distinctly heard to strike some 
metallic substance, whic to be firm- 
ly impacted in the t um, As it could 
not be moved with the probe, several pairs of 
forceps were successively introduced, and 
with each of them the piece of nail was 
taken hold of, but could not be extracted. Mr. 
Vincent used as much force as he thought 
prudent, and from the boy’s efforts to get 
away his head, he must have lacerated the 
membrane lining the meatus, which was 
followed by tolerably copious haemorrhage. 
Mr. Vincent then desired him to be put to 
bed, to have his ear syringed with warm 
water, and afterwards a bread-and-water 
poultice to be applied, and in the evening 
six leeches, to the ear. 

25. He has suffered no pain in his ear or 
head; the several functions are regularly 
performed, and he appears perfectly well. 
There is a free discharge of pus from 
the ear. 

Dec. 2. The discharge from the ear 
stopped this morning ; he has headach. 

3. Much better. Mr. Vincent ordered 
the leeches to be repeated. 

4. He has very little pain in the head, 
and appears free from the symptoms which 
attacked him on the 2d. Mr. Vincent to- 


day requested Mr. Earle to endeavour to) 
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though Mr, Earle enclosed the head of the 
nail between the extremities of the forceps 
(as he said), nothing but portions of bone 
were extracted. Mr. Earle now called for a 
pair of wire-nippers, for the purpose of cut- 
ting the nail in two; but some gentleman 
observed that they would be too large to be 
introduced into the tympanum, He said 
that it was evident that the nail was bent, 
and was “ lying in the posterior part of the 
tympanum,” and talked of trephining the 
mastoid cells, but soon abandoned the idea, 
On looking through the incision which had 
been made, bone could be seen at the bottom 
of a deep cavity. Mr. Earle said it was the 
external boundary of the tympanum, and 
thought that the nail was lying against it ; 
but he again, in a few minutes, changed his 
opinion, and said he did not know where it 
was. The patient had now been on the 
table about an hour,and it was found that 
he was nearly exhausted; his pulse could 
scarcely be felt, and his skin was bedewed 
with cold perspiration. Some wine was 
offered him, which he refused; his pupils 
were dilated, and it was considered neces- 
sary to desist from any further attempts ; to 
have him put to bed, and to bave a bread- 
and-water poultice applied to the ear, and 
to give ten drops of liq. ant, tart. every 
four hours, Mr. Earle then stated that “* he 
had used more force than was warrant- 


extract the nail, which he immediately pro- lable.” He consoled himself, however, that 


ceeded to do, He began by introducing 
into the meatus a director, which he used 
with so much force, that he bent it; dress- 
ing forceps were then employed, with which 
he laid hold of the nail, and pulled so forci- 
bly, that he bent them also. Another pair 
was tried, which unhappily met with a simi- 
lar fate. A pair of forceps, with hooks at 
the extremities, was then used, but they 
were soon bent straight; several attempts 
were made with different instruments, but 
the nail could not be moved, though Mr. 
Earle exerted great strength on the occa- 
sion, Mr, Karle then requested Mr. Vin- 
cent to make an incision of about an inch 
long parallel to the posterior part of the ear, 
and to divide the meatus auditorius. This 
Mr. Vincent immediately did, and Mr. Earle 
again proceeded to search for the nail. For- 
ceps of different kinds were repeatedly in- 
troduced, but they either bent, or slipped 
their hold every time. An elevator was had 
recourse to, but it was equally unsuccess- 
ful. A pair of tooth-forceps was next em- 
ployed, and after laying hold of the nail 
(as Mr. Earle said), aud pulling very forci- 
bly, be at length succeeded in extracting 
three pieces of metal, which appeared to be 
portions of the head of a nail. Encouraged 
by this success, he introduced the forceps 
again, aud extracted the mallet-bone ; they 
were again repeatedly introduced, and 





there was now a large opening, through 
which pus might escape if it should form, 
but yet he feared that part of the petrous 
portion of the temporal bone would ex- 
foliate, and that intlammation would come 
on in the brain, and occasion abscess and 
death. He stated that he had seen three or 
four similar cases which bad terminated in 
this manner! 

5. Has not spoken since Mr, Earle’s ope- 
ration ; he has been insensible ever since ; 
groans a good deal, as if in pain; pupils very 
much dilated, and the approach of a lighted 
candle occasions very little alteration in 
their size. ‘There is no discharge from the 
ear; pulse very rapid, and scarcely percept. 
ible; bowels open once during the night. 
His mouth cannot be opened sufficieatly 
wide to allow his tongue to be seen. He 
has not slept since yesterday. Mr. Vincent 
saw him to-day, and ordered a blister to be 
applied to the back of the neck, and to take 
ten grains hyd. c. creta every eight bours. 

6. Eleven a.m. 1s perfectly insensible ; 
has not spoken since the 4th, He continued 
to groan loudly till ten o'clock last night, 
but since then he has been perfectly quiet. 
Countenance is now cadaverous, and lips 
are exsanguine ; eye-lids half closed ; right 
pupil very much dilated, leit contracted ; 
a lighted candle brought close to them oc- 
casiuus uo change; pulse cannot be felt in 











either wrist; the heart beats very feebly 
and rapidly; respiration hurried and fre- 
quent ; there is also gargouillement; bowels 
not open since our visit yesterday. Saliva 
is seen flowing from the corner of the mouth ; 
skin bedewed with cold clammy perspira- 
tion, He has taken his medicine regularly ; 
blister has not risen; he mone to be in 
articulo mortis. We returned at one o'clock 
to see him, and were told that he had been 
dead about an hour. 


Post-mortem Examination four hours 
after death. 


Head, About four ounces of seram were 
found between the dura mater and arach- 
noid membrane. There was softening of 
the entire extent of the base, and of the 
anterior part of the hemispheres. ‘The ves- 
sels on the surface were very much dis- 
tended, but the substance of the brain was 
very pale. The ventricles were examined, 
but uothing particular was discovered in 


Lar. The temporal bone being removed 
from the skull and the soft parts stripped 
off, the cavity of the tympanum was imme- 
diately brought into view, without any- 
thing else being done, Not a vestige of 
the bony portion of the meatus auditorius 
externus remained, the whole having been 
removed in the operation, and the floor of 
the tympanum was also wanting. The re- 
maining portion of the tympanum was co- 
vered with pus, which being washed off, 
the surface of the bone beneath appeared 
highly inflamed, The nail not being in the 
tympanum, sections were made through 
the cochlea, vestibule, semicircular canals, 
and mastoid cells,—but there was no nail to 
be found ! 


STRANGULATED HERNIA. 


Condemnation of a Practitioner in wonns, 
by a Surgeon, who on Saturday last con- 
demned himself in pervs. * 

A man, apparently about 25 years of age, 

was admitted into Darker’s Ward with a 

strangulated congenital hernia, on the right 

side, on the 7th of December, at two r.m., 

under the care of Mr. Earle. He stated that 

he bas had a rupture many years, but that 
he had always been able to return it himsel! 
until last Saturday, the 4th instant: it then 
became strangulated,and the symptoms have 
since then beew progressive. Mr. Earle con- 
sidered that the cuse would admit of no 
delay, and proceeded to perform the opera 
tion immediately, which he did iu the usual 
manner. On cutting into the sac, some dark - 





* Mr. Earle should remember the ‘* mote and the 
beam.” 





STRANGULATED HERNIA.—HEAT OF THE BLOOD. 


coloured fluid escaped; it also contained 
some omenium and intestine ; the omentum 
ared mortified, the intestine was dark-' 
and exhibited numerous gangren- 
ous spots ; a few adhesions existed between 
the omentum and gut, but they were recent 
and easily separated ; the mortified omen- 
tum was removed, aud an incision of about 
two inches in leugth was made into the in- 
testiue, but no hemorrhage followed it. The 
other proceedings exhibited nothing par- 
ticular. 

After the patient had been removed to his 
bed, Mr. Earle addressed the class. He be- 
gan b ecating, in the strongest terms, 
the pn errs ot the medical man to whose 
care the patient had been entrusted, and said 
that he felt assured that if the operation had 
been performed at a proper time, the man’s 
life would have been saved. He stated that 
he feared the man had now but a very slight 
chance of recovering, but in the event of 
his doing so, he would have an artificial 
anus; he said that all his operations for 
strangulated hernia had been successful 
when they had been done in time. In the 
present instance, the case was of that kind 
which he had taken the liberty of calling 
seroto-vaginal, in contra-distinction to the 
vaginal hernia that occurs in the female. 
The stricture existed at the superior part of 
the tunica vaginalis, at that part which, in 
the natural state, contracts to inclose the 
spermatic chord. 

After making these remarks, Mr. Earle 
visited the patient, and found it necessary to 
give him brandy, which he rejected the 
moment he had swallowed it. 

Ordered to take a saline draught, with a 
drachm of sulphate of magnesia, every hour, 
and an enema containing an ounce of castor 
oil, directly. 

The enema was administered, but re- 
turoed immediately ; he has taken the medi- 
cine every hour, but vomited i di 
after each dose. Towards the evening his 
abdomen became much more painful, and 
the slightest pressure on it caused great 
pain; he had constant vomiting; pulse 
feeble and slow, and there had been no 
evacuation from the bowels; he appeared 
to be in a state from which he could not 
recover. 

We will give the result of this case. 








Hien Temverature or tHe Frvips.—In 
a case of dropsy related by Mr. Hunter, the 
fluid drawn from the abdomen was 104 deg. 
In a case of ovarian dropsy which I lately 
attended with Dr. Gibson, the thin fiuid 
drawn from the general cavity of the abdo- 
men, raised the thermometer to 102 deg., 
though the thick fluid from the cyst was 
only 100 deg.—J, Burn’s Surgery, vol, I. 
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EXTIRPATING THE FIBULA.—HEADACH. 383 


EXTIRPATION OF THE FIBULA. had on the seventh day a good appearance, 


des . : The favourable progress of the case was 
Ax alate sitting of the Societé desSciences| | over somewhat interrupted by a severe 


Naturelles et Médicales, at Brussels, the | stack of pneumonia, which was happily 
following case was reported by Dr.Sentin. | subdued by repeated venesection, On the 

M. Hallemans, «tat. 39, of a robust con- | 14th day the wound looked well ; some apo- 
stitution, was admitted at the Hdpital St,/Reurosis and tendinous parts came away, 
Pierre, under the following circumstances ; | 0d the tendon of the peronwus longus being 
—About six months ago he had, without | “most entirely destroyed, was cut through at 
any obvious cause, been affected with vio- the place where it passes behind the ancle ; 
lent shooting pain in the right leg, on the |the pus was healthy. The wound was . 
lower portion of which an ulcer subsequent- | dressed with dry lint and cerate. From the 
ly formed, and gradually enlarged, being | 20th to the 30th day the state of the patient 
accompanied with intense pain and con- | greatly improved, the wound became much 
siderable swelling of the He leg. On his | smaller, and the irritation of the lungs also 
admission the ulcer was about one inch and | completely disappeared, so as to admit the 
a quarter in diameter, its margin was in-| Use of tonics and nourishing food. On the 
flamed and very painful, and at the lower | 30th a small piece of the tibia exfoliated at 
part of it there was a sinus which was found | the place where the cautery had been appli- 
to terminate at the fibula. The general|¢d. ‘Two months after the operation the 
health of the patient had within Jate begun | patient was quite well, cicatrization was 
to decline, be lost his appetite, complained | complete, and his general health had also 
of fever, and restlessness at night, &c.; so| much improved ; the movements of the limb 
that Dr. Sentin having convinced himself, Were at first rather limited, but gradually 
that the bone was affected, decided upon re- | became as free as before, so that after some 
moving the diseased part of it: an incision | months’ exercise he was able to return to his 
of three inches in length being made at the former employment.— Gaz. Med, de Paris, 
outer side of the leg, the bone was laid bare, 
but proved to be diseased to a much greater! yexnacH CAUSED BY THE PRESENCE OF A 
extent upwards than had been anticipated ; 
the incision was accordingly enlarged, and 
the bone being laid bare in its whole length,} We extract the following case from the 


SCOLOPENDRA IN THE FRONTAL SINUS, 


was found to be almost thoroughly diseased , report of the ‘‘ Societé.des Sciences Mé- 


a vg ys of it only was healthy, from dicales, du Department de la Moselle.” 


which the diseased part was removed by 
means ofa trephine; the adherences of the; A farmer’s wife, twenty-eight years of 
soft parts to the bone were then divided, | age, residing in the neighbourhood of Metz, 
and the inferior portion of the fibula detach-| had for a long time been affected with an 
ed from the astragalus by a curved saw. A unpleasant itching sensation in the nose 
large number of vessels were tied, amongst | with coryza, to which symptoms in the year 
which was the posterior tibial artery. The | 1827, violent headach acceded, so that she 
peroneal nerve was likewise divided; at|was at length obliged to apply for medical 
the lower part of the tibia the bone was also,|aid. The headach was irregularly inter- 
though but slightly, diseased, it was, how-| mittent, and generally began at the root 
ever, considered prudent to have the actual|of the nose and the middle of the fore- 
cautery applied to it. The edges of the | head, or at the right frontal region, extend- 
wound were brought together, except at the|ing thence first to the right side, and 
lower part, where a tent was placed between | then over the whole head. The attack was 
them in order to promote suppuration. On| accompanied by a great discharge of tears, 
the third day after the operation the dress- | and sometimes even nausea and vomiting ; 
ings were removed with the exception of the | the features were forcibly distorted, the 
uniting bandage ; suppuration had begun at | jaws firmly closed, and the eyes and ears 
the inferior part of the wound. On the/|so very sensible, that she could not bear 
fourth day the edges of the wound were|the least light or any noise. At other 
much inflamed, swollen, and painful; anjtimes she became delirious, pressed the 
erysipelatous redness began to extend over | head between her hands, and ran about ia a 
the whole limb, the patient complained much | state of distraction, The pain was, acco:d- 
of headach, giddiness, &c., there was much | ing to her statement, like the strokes of a 
fever, and considerable irritation of the di- | hammer, or as if something was perforating 
gestive and respiratory organs. The dress-|the skull, and the fits generally returned 
ings were entirely removed, and an emol-| about twelve times in twenty-four hours ; 
lient poultice put on in their stead, and the | sometimes the headach continued uninter- 
patient was largely bled. Under this treat- | ruptedly for several days. The coryza ex- 
ment the fever and local irritation subsided ; | isted during the whole period, and the dis- 
the wound suppurated rather profusely, but/charge was occasionally very fetid and 
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mixed with blood. Some medicines were 
a but no regular plan of treatment 
was followed, and it was not before a twelve- 
mooth's suffering that this singular affec- 
tion terminated, after the expulsion of a 
worm from the nose, which moved with ra- 
pidity, and when placed in water, remained 
alive for several days; it was afterwards 
killed by being put in alcohol, and sent to 
M. Maréchal, who reported the case to the 
Society, He found the animal to be more 
than two inches in length, and one line in 
breadth ; it had two antenne, was of yellow- 
ish colour, flat, and consisted of sixty-four 
rings, on each of which were two legs. 
M. Maréchal subsequently transmitted the 
insect to MM. Hollandre and Roussel, who 
ascertained that it was a scolopendra elec- 
trica. 


EFPECTS OF THE BITE OF A VIPER. 
In the Comptedes Travaux Med. du Dep. 
de la Moselle, M. Beaumont, of Briery, re- 
ported the case of a young, robust man, who, 


in the summer of 1827, was bitten by a/ 


viper under the following singular circum- 
stances :— 


The boy bad been out on a hill in the neigh- 
bourhood of Homecourt, and saw two snakes, 
which he killed, by dividing them into seve- 
ral pieces with a hatchet. A few moments 
afterwards he came back the same way, and 
finding one of the heads lying on the ground, 
he picked it up, and was going to throw it 
away, when he suddenly felt a bite in the 
index of the right hand; he tried to shake 
the head off, and at last, with some effort, 
succeeded in detaching it from the finger, 
on which he saw two stings, at the distance 
of about half an inch from one another. He 
immediately returned home, but had hardly 
gone a hundred paces when he felt a vio- 
lent pain in the throat, giddiness, and ex- 
treme lassitude, so that he could hardly 
walk; fortunately there was a house at 
about a hundred paces from the spot where 
he had been bitten, and after extreme efforts 
succeeded in reaching it; on his arrival he 
felt so faint that he was obliged to lie down; 
he felt sick ; had a slight fit of syncope, and 
vomited a large quantity of bile ; at the same 
time his tougue began to swell, so that hs 
could not articulate. About an hour after 
the accident a silk thread had been placed 
around the finger, but was afterwards 
taken off by a surgeon, vvho cavterised the 
wound ; the hand, arm, and even the whole 
of the right side of the trunk, began to 
swell under violent pain, so that the patient 
repeatedly fainted away. ‘The application 
of a hundred le@ches to the hand and arm, 
as well as the use of embrocations and poul- 
tices, were without avy effect, and the 





VIPER BITE.—DEFICIENT IRIS. 


pain and swelling still continued, and 
increased to such an alarming extent, that 
a physician, who meanwhile had been 
sent for, advised the sulphate of quinine in 
large doses, which having been adminis- 
tered, the patient felt immediately relieved, 
and under the continued use of quinine per- 


fectly recovered on the eighth day, with the 
exception of stiffness in the arm, which, 
however, also gradually subsided. 


CONGENITAL WANT OF THE IRIS. 

Dr. Hentzscuet, of Chemnitz in Saxony, 
gives an account of three sisters with the 
above malformation. The parents are still 
alive and in good health ; the eyes of the 
mother are well formed; in those of the 
father the upper portion of the iris is entire- 
ly wanting. He is presbyopic, and cannot 
bear any strong light. Heis a sub- 
ject to ophthalmia, and within the last four 
years his sight has become much impaired, 
In the eldest daughter, who is ¢8 years of 
age, the iris is completely wanting, she 
suffers greatly from photophobia, and is al- 
most constantly affected with ophthalmia, 
in consequence of which a staphyloma has 
formed in the left eye. On the cornea of 
the right there are a few nebula, the lensis 
ofa greyish colour, and sight is very much 
impaired. 

n the second daughter, 21 years of age, 
nearly the same symptoms are observable, 
and there is no iris in either eye ; she is 
affected with photophobia, and very liable 
to ophthalmia ; the sclerotic is very thin, so 
much so, as to permit of the choroid shining 
through at several points; in the left eye 
vision is very deficient: in the centre of 
the right cornea there is a greyish spot, 
which, however, not only does not impede 
vision, but seems even to facilitate it, by 
lessening the intensity of light. 

In the youngest girl, who is 13 years of 
age, sight is also impaired, though to a less 
degree than in the two elder sisters. 

There are two more children in the same 
family, a girl and a boy, the eyes of whom are 
perfectly well-formed.—Ammon, Zeitschr. 
f. Ophthalmologic. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A cornectep list of those Fellows of the 
Royal Society, who openly and honourably 
supported Mr, Herschel, shall appear next 
week, 


(Other Correspondents must stand over.) 


Joun Loxc.—This wretch has not yet 





(Thursday, December 9th) surrendered him- 


| self to take his trial at the Old Bailey, 





